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Introduction

While the Iranian new year is still a couple months 
away, here in London we’re already two weeks 
into 2016. 

We thought this was a good time to think about what the new year might 
bring for Iranian internet users. Below we’ve made a number of predictions 
about what Iranian internet and censorship policy will look like in 2016.
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Executive Summary

Feature: Predictions for 2016
This month’s report outlines some of our predictions for Iranian internet 

policy in 2016. Here’s a little taste of what to expect:

more fights over blocking messaging apps
As messaging apps continue to grow in popularity, we may see more 
Iranian officials using them — however begrudgingly — to get their message 
out. This of course won’t stop hardliners from loudly condemning Western 
apps, but their objections are unlikely to lead to outright bans on any 
messaging apps. 

iran won’t be disconnected from global internet
The Iranian government continues to encourage citizens to adopt domestic 
social networking platforms instead of Western alternatives, but their ef-
forts have yet to bear much fruit. The popularity of apps like Telegram and 
WhatsApp would make disconnection from the global web very politically 
costly for the government. We therefore predict that Iran will not be cut off 
from the global internet. 

iranians will continue to prioritise access over 
security
Iranian internet users continue to largely focus their efforts on finding ways 
to log on to blocked apps and websites. Online security may well be a top 
priority for journalists and activists, but not for the population more gener-
ally.

iran will struggle to become a successful regional 
startup hub
In recent years, there has been a good deal of hype surrounding Iran’s nas-
cent startup ecosystem. While the implementation of the nuclear deal has 
raised the hopes of some entrepreneurs, the supply of bandwidth, connec-
tion speed, and internet quality are all areas of concern. 
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facebook and twitter will remain blocked
Ending the official block on Facebook isn’t likely to change too much on the 
ground, but pushing for such action could have adverse political conse-
quences for Iran’s moderate president. As such, we expect Facebook and 
Twitter to remain widely used and officially blocked.

Key Developments
Here’s a few statements from politicians and policymakers that we think are 
noteworthy this month.  

According to the Information Technology Organisation of Iran, Iranians 
spend an average of around 30 minutes per day on Iranian social media. 
Furthermore, among the top 50 most viewed websites in Iran, 4 are Iranian 
social networks: Facenama, Tebyan, Cloob and Hammihan.

In a meeting with Sweden Enterprise Minister Mikael Damber, ICT Minister 
Mahmoud Vaezi announced that Sweden will invest in Iran’s telecommuni-
cation sector. According to Vaezi, Swedish companies never stopped doing 
business in Iran, even during international sanctions.

ICT Minister Mahmoud Vaezi announced an agreement with Afghanistan to 
cooperate over the development of Farsi mobile apps, e-Government, and 
telecommunication infrastructure. 

Mohammad Masoud Karimi, Head of the National Center for Strategic 
Youth Studies, said Iranians spent 14.6 billion hours on computer games 
and 89% of players are young people. He added that Iranians spend an 
average of 9 hours on social networking sites, and 47.6 million Iranians are 
on Facebook. Finally, Karimi noted that 33% (26.2 million) of Iranians use 
the Internet on a daily basis, and 25% (19.8 million) of Iranians use it once a 
week.

Mohamad Ebrahim Tarighat, Spokesman of the National Organization for 
Civil Registration in Iran said 14 million Iranians are using Telegram and 11 
million of them (82%) are under 18. He also noted that mobile phone pene-
tration is 115% in Iran, and 83% of Iranian SIM cards have been activated.

Executive Summary

december 6

december 6

december 7

december 19

december 22



Iranian Internet 
Infrastructure and 
Policy Report

5

1

The Iranian Internet in 2016: 
What’s Next?

In the first section, we revisit three of the predictions 
we made in our February 2015 Rouhani Review 
report.  We’ll evaluate each prediction and make a 
forecast about what we think will happen next. Then, 
we’ll make two new predictions for the upcoming 
year.

revisiting the rouhani review

More fights over blocking messaging apps

What happened
Mobile messaging apps certainly received a fair bit of attention from 
authorities in 2015. Telegram has been the most recent object of interest. 
Telegram’s sharp rise in popularity beginning in the spring of 2015 followed 
widespread disruptions on Viber.

What’s next
We can expect more public battles over social messaging apps. However, 
in the case of Telegram, several state institutions (e.g. IRIB) have embraced 
the platform as a means of promoting their own content. As messaging 
apps continue to grow in popularity, we may see more Iranian officials 
using them — however begrudgingly — to get their message out. This of 
course won’t stop hardliners from loudly condemning Western apps, but 
their objections are unlikely to lead to outright bans on any messaging 
apps.

http://smallmedia.org.uk/sites/default/files/u8/IIIP_Feb15.pdf
http://smallmedia.org.uk/sites/default/files/u8/IIIP_Feb15.pdf
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Iran won’t be disconnected from global internet

What happened
With Iran’s continued development of SHOMA (national internet) and 
the recent launch of another domestic search engine, there were some 
concerned that the authorities were aiming to cut Iran off from the global 
internet, leaving Iranians with just the government-approved national 
network. In early 2015 we predicted that this would not happen, and we 
stand by that prediction now.

The Iranian government continues to encourage citizens to adopt domestic 
social networking platforms instead of Western alternatives, but their 
efforts have yet to bear much fruit. Western apps like WhatsApp, Viber, 
and Telegram boast far more Iranian users than their respective domestic 
counterparts. Moreover, Iran purchased a considerable amount of IPv4 
address space in 2015, and has played an integral role in the development 
of a terrestrial cable routing global traffic from the Gulf to Europe. Finally, 
SHOMA, long beset by engineering delays and public disputes, seems to 
be less of a priority now than it used to be. The project was not mentioned 
in the government’s most recent Development Plan, leading some to 
speculate that it had been abandoned completely.

What’s next
Given the developments mentioned above, we can predict with some 
confidence that Iran will not be cut off from the global internet. However, 
it is certainly possible that there will be some throttling during politically 
sensitive periods, such as elections.

Iranians will continue to prioritise access over security

What happened
We are reasonably confident this is still the case. Our July report on the 
most popular VPNs in Iran found that Tor — an extremely secure but not 
especially user-friendly option — didn’t even break the top 20 in our sample. 
Moreover, when we surveyed Iranian internet users in August 2015, 72% of 
respondents said they would like to do more to protect their privacy online. 
Taken together, these findings suggest than Iranians are more concerned 
about access than security or privacy.

What’s next
We see no reason to expect this to change. Iranian users, like internet 

The Iranian Internet in 
2016: What’s Next?

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/technology/iran-positions-itself-to-be-a-tech-leader-in-turbulent-middle-east/2015/04/06/e52ad4ea-d948-11e4-8103-fa84725dbf9d_story.html
http://research.dyn.com/2013/04/gulf-states-turn-to-iran-russia-for-internet/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7cLbouvY7L4&feature=youtu.be
http://www.smallmedia.org.uk/sites/default/files/u8/IIIP_JULY15.pdf#page=8
http://www.smallmedia.org.uk/sites/default/files/u8/IIIP_AUG15.pdf#page=9
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users throughout the world, are more interested in watching cat videos 
online than using the internet for political activities. As a consequence, 
users continue to largely focus their efforts on finding ways to log on to 
blocked apps and websites. Online security may well be a top priority for 
journalists and activists, but not for the population more generally.

new predictions for 2016

Iran will struggle to become a successful regional startup hub

Numerous reports suggest the Iran Nuclear deal is on the verge of 
implementation. For Iran, this means an unfreezing of assets and the end 
of a number of onerous sanctions that have thus far largely kept Western 
businesses out of the Islamic Republic.

Over the past few years, Western media has shown considerable interest 
in the prospects of Iran’s nascent startup scene. And there are indeed 
reasons for optimism. Iran has a large population of young and tech-savvy 
people, high rates of smartphone use, and is on the verge of reintegration 
into the global economy.

Yet a couple obstacles remain. First, the supply of bandwidth, connection 
speed, and internet quality are all areas of concern. While ICT Minister 
Mahmoud Vaezi recently announced improvements in bandwidth 
availability (from 72 Gbps up to 276 Gbps) , demand for bandwidth still 
outstrips supply by a considerable margin (a September 2014 forecast 
suggested that by February/March 2016, demand for bandwidth would 
exceed 10 Tbps).
Furthermore, the ICT Ministry recently banned one of Iran’s top ISPs 
from operating in 6 provinces due to poor connectivity (the ban has now 
been lifted). Second, internet censorship can be unpredictable, which 
poses serious risks for internet-dependent businesses like Startups. For 
example,Kheft Giri, a website designed to map incidents of crime in Tehran 
was filtered just two days after its launch, forcing the founders to shut it 
down.

Interest in Iran’s startup scene will likely remain high, and there may be 
a few success stories, but we don’t expect the sector to really take off in 
2016.

The Iranian Internet in 
2016: What’s Next?

http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2016/01/implementation-day-very-soon.html
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/01/12/sanctions-relief-iran-could-come-week/78686864/
http://www.npr.org/sections/parallels/2016/01/01/461610337/as-iran-moves-swiftly-on-nuclear-deal-sanctions-could-go-soon
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/elnaz-moghangard/iran-the-next-startup-hub_b_8583584.html
http://www.theguardian.com/technology/2015/may/31/amazon-iranian-style-digikala-other-startups-aparat-hamijoo-takhfifan
http://www.wsj.com/articles/technology-startups-take-root-in-tehran-1424917952
http://en.mehrnews.com/news/113534/Iran-s-intl-internet-bandwidth-hits-276-GB-s
http://smallmedia.org.uk/sites/default/files/u8/IIIP_Sep14.pdf#page=5
http://smallmedia.org.uk/sites/default/files/u8/IIIP_Nov15.pdf#page=10
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Facebook and Twitter will remain blocked

Despite being officially blocked since 2009, both Facebook and Twitter 
enjoy widespread popularity in Iran, even in some government circles. The 
election of Rouhani in 2013 brought with it the hope of a more open Iranian 
internet, and his administration has fought against attempts to ban social 
networks before. This has led to speculation that Facebook and Twitter 
might be formally unblocked in the near future.

There is a relatively simple reason we don’t think the Rouhani government 
is likely to push for Facebook and Twitter to be unblocked: it’s just not 
worth the trouble. Fighting the ban on Facebook and Twitter would almost 
certainly prompt an angry backlash from hardliners, who wield considerable 
influence in Iran’s judiciary, and are already clamoring to humiliate 
Rouhani at every turn. This is probably a risk Rouhani is keen to avoid with 
parliamentary elections coming up next month and a presidential election 
next year.

It’s also worth noting that the official block doesn’t prevent many people 
from accessing these platforms, due to the widespread availability of 
circumvention tools. Moreover, the fact that numerous high level official 
maintain active accounts on these platforms undermines the idea that 
such activity is immoral or strictly prohibited. Put more simply, ending the 
official block on Facebook isn’t likely to change too much on the ground, 
but pushing for such action could have adverse political consequences 
for Iran’s moderate president. As such, we expect Facebook and Twitter to 
remain widely used and officially blocked.

The Iranian Internet in 
2016: What’s Next?

https://twitter.com/HassanRouhani
https://twitter.com/JZarif
https://www.facebook.com/jzarif/?fref=ts
http://theweek.com/speedreads/453747/irans-president-rejects-proposal-ban-whatsapp
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/oct/12/jason-rezaian-conviction-iran-court-washington-post-reporter
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conclusion 

The implementation of the nuclear deal will likely be accompanied by 
considerable interest in the Iranian market from Western tech companies, 
as well as hopes of a more open internet for ordinary Iranians. We can 
expect some positive developments on both counts, but any progress 
is likely to be incremental and hard fought. While the lifting of sanctions 
removed a major obstacle to reform, those fighting for a more free Iranian 
internet still face an uphill battle. 

Small Media believes that  Internet censorship will be eased in the long 
term, but it does not expect to happen over a night and after lifting the 
sanctions. Part of the easing is due to technological advances (such as the 
rise in popularity of Secure Sockets Layer (SSL) and Transport Layer Security 
(TLS) encryption) which the Iranian government hasn’t been able to keep 
up with. Over time, the government may fall further and further behind, 
rendering their attempts at censorship less and less effective. Though we 
don’t expect that day to come anytime soon. 

The Iranian Internet in 
2016: What’s Next?
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• December 16: Mohammad Reza Fada, Chief of Police in Bam 
(Kerman Province), said a person was arrested for promoting 
circumvention tools and training people to use them. (Source)

• December 24: Saeed Shaeban, Head of Iran’s Cyber Police (FATA) 
in Khuzestan province said they have arrested a person who 
was running a website and social media account to selling 
circumvention tools. (Source)

2

Content Filtering 
and Blocked Sites

http://www.radiozamaneh.com/251407
http://www.khoorna.com/90261/%DA%AF%D8%B1%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87-%D8%B3%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B4-%D9%81%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B1-%D8%B4%DA%A9%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%AF/
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• December 1: Ali Asghar Amidian, Director of Iran’s Communications 
Regulatory Authority (CRA) demanded that the International 
Telecommunication Union (ITU) formulate global norms and 
regulations for emerging technologies such as Internet of Things 
(IoT) and 5G. (Source)

• December 4: Barat Ghanari, Deputy ICT Minister for Strategic 
Planning and Control, announced that Iran’s government agreed 
to fund the development of a national satellite in the next Iranian 
fiscal year, 1395 (March 2016- March 2017). Iran has not allocated 
any funding for this project in the current financial year. (Source)

• December 5: The ITU released the latest ICT Development Index. 
According to the ITU, Iran came in at 91, ranking just below 
Ecuador. South Korea took the top spot, followed by Denmark and 
Iceland which rounded out the top three. Iran’s ranking was 99 in 
2010. (Source)  

• December 5: Vahid Sadoughi, CEO of Mobile Telecommunication 
Company of Iran (MCI) said Iranians buy 300,000 SIM Cards each 
year. (Source)

• December 5: ICT Minister Mahmoud Vaezi announced a plan called 
NAB, which, according to Mehr News Agency, aims to support the 
domestic software industry in Iran. (Source)

• December 5: In a speech delivered to a group of Basijis in Bushehr 
province, Mohammad Paibast, Head of Cyber Command in the 
Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) in Bushehr, said that the 
Internet has lowered the cost of espionage for the US government. 
Other highlights from his speech are listed below: 
∆ US offers free services on the Internet to keep its control over 

cyberspace 
∆ Using smartphones and technology is becoming a new 

addiction in Iran. 
∆ Iran should launch its own Internet to protect itself against the 

Internet which is under the control of the US government.
∆ By implementing the Sixth Five-Year Plan (2016-2021) for 

cyberspace and developing  cheaper, more secure and faster 
Internet connectivity, Iran has the potential to  world to export 
technology. (Source)

3

Statements from Ministries 
and Politicians

http://www.mehrnews.com/news/2988568/%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AE%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%85%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%DA%AF%D8%B0%D8%A7%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%B4%DB%8C%D8%A7-%D8%B4%D8%AF
http://www.mehrnews.com/news/2988549/%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C%D9%86-%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%87-%D9%85%D9%84%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%AC%D9%87-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%84-%DB%B9%DB%B5-%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%AC%D9%87-%D9%88%DB%8C%DA%98%D9%87-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A7%DB%8C%DB%8C
http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Statistics/Documents/publications/misr2015/MISR2015-w5.pdf
http://isna.ir/fa/news/94091407644/%D8%B3%DB%8C%D9%85-%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%DA%86%D9%87-%DA%A9%D8%AF%DB%8C-%D9%88%D8%A7%DA%AF%D8%B0%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%B4%D9%88%D9%86%D8%AF
http://www.mehrnews.com/news/2991456/%D8%A2%D8%BA%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D9%86%D8%B1%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D9%88%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%B7%D8%B1%D8%AD-%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%A8-%DA%A9%D9%84%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%AE%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%AF
http://www.mehrnews.com/news/2991542/%D8%A7%DB%8C%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%AA-%D9%87%D8%B2%DB%8C%D9%86%D9%87-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B3%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B4%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%B1%D8%A7-%DA%A9%D8%A7%D9%87%D8%B4-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D9%84%D8%B2%D9%88%D9%85-%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B2%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%AA
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• December 5: Ministry of ICT announced a plan to help companies 
which develop computer games. Hossein Samimi, Director of 
Funding in the ICT Ministry said companies which offer computer 
games for different platforms can apply for this fund. Previously, 
members of the Supreme Council of Cyberspace (SCC) agreed to 
help the domestic computer gaming industry. (Source)

• December 5: Iran’s Computer Trade Organisation (ICTO) announced 
that they will support Iranian startups by providing free space in the 
ELECOMP exhibition. According to ICTO,  startups must be under 
one year old, have products in the market, and aim to solve an 
issue in Iran to qualify. (Source)

• December 6: According to the Information Technology Organisation 
of Iran, Iranians spend an average of around 30 minutes per day 
on Iranian social media. Also, 4 Iranian social networks are in top 
50 most viewed websites in Iran: Facenama, Tebyan, Cloob and 
Hammihan, and Iranians spent 44 minutes per day on Hammihan. 
Table [1] shows top 10 most popular domestic social networks in 
the country. (Source) 

• December 6: Hossein Sajedinia, Tehran's Police Chief, said the 
detection rate for cyber crime in the first 8 months of 1394 
(March 2015 - October 2015) had increased 4 percent to 79% in 
comparison with the same period in last Iranian year. According to 
Sajedinia, they have arrested 723 individuals related to cybercrime 
that 609 were male and 114 were female. 274 individuals were 
arrested due to online fraud and scams. (Source)

Statements from 
Ministries and 
Politicians

Name Rank on Alexa Average spending time by 
user in minute

Average pageviews 
per user per day

Facenama 11 5 4.7
Tebyan 31 3 2.2
Cloob 34 13 7.9

Hammihan 40 44 28.9
Afsaran 274 8 4.9
Mianali 441 9 6.9

Delshekaste 502 32 14.1
Iran Bist 657 20 11.6

Facebook Farsi 897 28 10.1
Negarkhaneh Irani 1059 4 6.1

Table [1]

https://smallmedia.org.uk/media/articles/files/IIIP_Nov15.pdf#page=17
http://itmen.ir/index.aspx?pid=99&articleId=88658
http://iran-elecomp.com/English/
http://www.mehrnews.com/news/2991929/%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%BE-%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D8%AE%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%B5-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%87-%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%B4%D9%88%D8%AF
http://facenama.com/
http://net.tebyan.net/index.aspx?c=WallContent&ViewStatus=LastPublicPosts&pid=156640
http://www.cloob.com/
http://www.hammihan.com/
http://www.mehrnews.com/news/2987690/%D9%85%DB%8C%D8%B2%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%B4%D8%A8%DA%A9%D9%87-%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AE%D9%84%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%AE%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%87-%D9%85%D9%87%D9%85-%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
http://www.itmen.ir/index.aspx?pid=99&articleId=88727
http://facenama.com/
http://net.tebyan.net/index.aspx?c=WallContent&ViewStatus=LastPublicPosts&pid=156640
http://www.cloob.com/
http://www.hammihan.com/
http://www.afsaran.ir/
http://www.miyanali.com/
http://delshekaste.com/
http://iran20.com/
http://www.facefarsi.com/
http://negarkhaneh.ir/
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• December 6: Hassan Rezvani, Deputy of Monitoring and Imposing 
Regulation in the CRA announced 3,000 villages will be connected 
to broadband by the end of December 2015, 17,000 villages by end 
of February 2016 and another 5,000 will be connected by the end 
of the current Iranian year (March 2016). In total, 25,000 villages will 
have high speed broadband by March 2016. (Source)

• December 6: Gholamreza Dadashzadeh, Deputy of Regulatory 
Supervision at the CRA, announced the launch of a new system 
for ISPs will be required to use to conduct quality control 
measurements. Recently, Internet users have complained about 
not receiving the quality of internet service that they paid for. 
(Source)

• December 6: Vaezi said an e-Voting system will be used for the 
upcoming parliamentary elections in some areas which have good 
Internet connections. He added that the ICT Ministry will create a 
committee to check the status of internet quality in the country 
before the upcoming election. (Source) 

• December 6: In a meeting with Sweden Enterprise Minister Mikael 
Damber, Vaezi announced that Sweden will invest in Iran’s 
telecommunication sector. According to Vaezi, Sweden has never 
left Iran, even during international sanctions. (Source)

• December 7: Kamal Hadianfar, Head of Iran’s cyber police (FATA) said 
Tehran has the highest rate for cyber crime in Iran. The following 
points are highlights of a press conference he held:

Statements from 
Ministries and 
Politicians

http://www.mehrnews.com/news/2992471/%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B2%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%AA-%D9%BE%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%B9%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%DB%B2%DB%B5-%D9%87%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7-%D8%AA%D8%A7-%D9%BE%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%84
http://www.itmen.ir/index.aspx?pid=99&articleId=88741
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∆ Iran has 48.6 million Internet users, 23 million of which are 
young people.

∆ Iran’s Internet penetration is 105% while it is 91% in the world 
and 100% in the Middle East. [Note: It is unclear how he arrive 
at these figures. Small Media cannot verify them]

∆ FATA can monitor and read all chats but it needs to have a 
court order to do so.

∆ Iran has 8,500 Internet café.
∆ 33 banks are legally active in the country and 363 million 

debit cards have been issued. Each Iranian has 5 bank card in 
average.

∆ Within 4 years from launching FATA, it investigated 28,000 
cases which 85% of cyberspace criminals were male and 15% 
female.

∆ Average discovery of cybercrime by FATA is 85%  which 64% 
increased since 1391 (2012).  

∆ Fata could identify 285 pro ISIS in the last 8 months which 108 
of them were managed from outside the country. Also, 33 
profile on social networks were identified and 53 people who 
collaborated with ISIS were arrested. (Source) 

• December 7: Vaezi announced an agreement with Afghanistan 
to cooperate over the development of Farsi mobile apps, 
e-Government, and telecommunication infrastructure. (Source)

• December 8: FATA Chief Kamal Hadianfar claimed that according to 
international law and other regulations, Telegram must move its 
servers into Iran. It is not clear what Hadianfar is referring to here. 
(Source)

• December 8: Abdorazagh Vahidi, ICT Minister of Afghanistan, 
announced his country is ready to connect Iran to Central Asia 
through fiber optic. He added Afghanistan imports 50 Gbps of 
bandwidth but it requires a total of 180 Gbps. (Source) 

• December 8: Naser Hakimi, IT Director of the Central Bank of Iran, 
announced that Iranians will be able to get credit cards in the near 
future. According to Hakimi, the credit limit will be based on an 
applicant’s income, and the maximum limit will be 100 million IRR 
(3,300 USD). Also, the Representative APR will be 12% for Iranian 
goods and 21% for non-Iranian goods. (Source)

• December 9: Seyed Abolhasan Firouzabadi, Secretary of the SCC 
announced a new department in the National Cyberspace Centre 
(NCC): the Department of Economics. This department will help the 
NCC become more active in economy. Firouzabadi also mentioned 
that the NCC has done research and created a series of plans 
including a guide to economy-related troubleshooting following the 
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lifting of international sanction. According to Firouzabadi, the aim is 
long term private sector ICT development. (Source) 

• December 9: Vahid Yazdanian, Head of the ICT Faculty announced 
Iran can help Afghanistan in IT training. (Source)

• December 11: Iranian president Hassan Rouhani announced the 
launch of new software for dispatching centers and network 
control in the eastern city of Mashhad. According to Tasnim News 
Agency, the software, called ‘SCADA Sam’ was developed by Iranian 
engineers in Mashhad, and its main advantage is that it is really 
secure. (Source)

• December 13: Vaezi warned mobile users about a text messaging 
scam. Recently, mobile users reported receiving messages claiming 
they had won fake prizes and asking them send their bank card 
details. (Source)

• December 14: The 21st International exhibition of electronic, 
computer and e-Commerce (ELECOMP 2015) was held at the 
Tehran International Exhibition centre. This year, over 500 
companies from Iran and other countries showcased their latest 
achievements. SCC secretary Firouzabadi and deputy ICT Minister 
Nasrollah Jahangard kicked off the opening ceremony. According 
to Mehr News Agency, 50 international companies, 40 government 
organisations and 380 startups attended this year’s exhibition. 
(Source)

• December 14: In the opening ceremony of ELECOMP, Firouzabadi 
said most of Iran’s Internet traffic is used by social networks. He 
also mentioned Iran has 22 million smartphones but the majority of 
them are not used for mobile broadband. (Source)
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• December 15: Hamid Shahriari, Deputy of Iran's Judiciary, 
announced that the Judicial System will send all official judicial 
notifications by email from next year. It is not clear what would 
happen to the people who do not have email or do not know how 
to use the Internet. (Source)

• December 15: Vaezi said the ICT Ministry will help and support all 
content producers who plan to produce Islamic content. Iran has 
tried to produce Islamic and Iranian internet content and it has 
been one of the ICT Ministry’s top priorities (22% of the 2015-16 
ICT budget was devoted to content production). (Source)

• December 16: The High Commission of Security at the NCC held 
their 53rd meeting with the secretary of the SCC. They discussed 
security issues relating to the National Information Network 
(SHOMA) and policies over social networks in Iran. Members of the 
commission agreed to provide financial and logistical support to 
Iranian social networks. (Source)

• December 16: The SCC held a meeting over Iranian computer 
game policies.This meeting was chaired by President Rouhani and 
covered the following 6 general policy areas related to the national 
computer games plan: 
∆ culture 
∆ education and training 
∆ creating a competitive environment for business development 
∆ developing research programs, 
∆ becoming a business incubator 
∆ ownership. 
The general policies were passed in this meeting. (Source)

• December 19: Mostafa Seyed Hashemi, Director of the 
Telecommunication Company of Iran (TCI), said the government 
and individuals owe his company almost 7 Trillion IRR (235 million 
USD). He said the TCI is trying to recover 30% of this debt by the 
end of March 2016. (Source)

• December 19: Ali Asghar Ansari, Deputy of the Information 
Technology Organization of Iran (ITO), said almost 100,000 websites 
are hosted in Iran and 50% of these websites have .ir domains 
(the rest have .com, .net and .org). In addition, he said Iran has the 
capacity to host non-Iranian websites inside the country and will be 
happy to provide this service. (Source)

• December 19: Mohammad Masoud Karimi, Head of the National 
Center for Strategic Youth Studies, said Iranians spent 14.6 
billion hours on computer games and 89% of players are youths. 
He added that Iranians spend an average of 9 hours on social 
networking sites, and 47.6 million Iranians are on Facebook. Finally, 
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Karimi noted that 33% (26.2 million) of Iranians use the Internet on 
a daily basis, and 25% (19.8 million) of Iranians use it once a week.
(Source)

• December 21: Hossein Mehri, Director of Iran’s Post Office, said 
2,900 licensed online shops are active in Iran and have contracts 
with the Post Office. He added that 3,600,000 online shopping 
orders had been placed through the Post. He added the total 
value of online shopping this year was 2.2 trillion IRR (738 million 
USD), a 30% increase on last year. Mehri also said the number of 
online shopping orders has increased 10% in the last 9 months 
in comparison with the same time in last year. He also mentioned 
that 620 online shopping websites were not approved for online 
shopping licenses (e-Namad) and  the post office suspended the 
licenses of 50 websites that were selling fake products. (Source)

• December 21: Reza Khalili, Deputy of Network Management at the 
Telecommunication Company of Tehran (TCT) announced that 
users will soon be able to access WiFi in public places in Tehran. 
The exact date has not been announced. (Source)

• December 21: Sharif University of Technology will hold the sixth 
competition for penetration and defense on the cyberspace. The 
competition aims to develop Iran’s cyber security capacity. (Source)

• December 21: Morteza Barari, Deputy of Iran’s ICT Minister, said 
that in the near future, content providers will control 80% of the 
ICT market, while 20% of the market will be controlled by network 
providers. (Source)

• December 22: Majid Mohammadzadeh, Director of the Localisation 
Project of Cloud Computing announced the first phase of the 
project by offering engineering software to Iranians. (Source)

• December 22: Mohamad Ebrahim Tarighat, Spokesman of National 
Organization for Civil Registration in Iran said 14 million Iranians 
are using Telegram and 11 million of them (82%) are under 18. 
He also mentioned mobile phone penetration is 115% in Iran and 
83% of SIM cards are activated. Finally, he pointed out that mobile 
software for new phone are also up to date. (Source) 

• December 23: Hamid Reza Fazlali, Director of the 1st comprehensive 
conference on crisis management, announced that Iran will launch 
a special SIM card for times of crisis. During the first phase of the 
program, 7,000 SIM cards will be disributed for use during crises. 
The second phase will include the distribution of between 20,000 
to 100,000 SIM cards. According to Fazali, these SIM cards are not 
belong to any operator. (Source) 

• December 23: The SCC held a meeting with IRIB, the ICT Ministry, 
and the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance over the 
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proposed launch of Internet Protocol Television (IPTV) in Iran. 
Previously, the ICT ministry said IRIB cannot issue a licence for IPTV, 
and that the license must be granted by the ICT Ministry. The SCC is 
aiming to solve the issue between these two state bodies. (Source)  

• December 24: Mohammad Hossein Salimi Jahroumi, Head of 
Planning of Human Resources and Information Technology at 
Ministry of Education announced that his Ministry spent 230 billion 
IRR (7 million USD) on classroom technology. Iran has recently 
becomes interested in equipping its schools with the latest 
technologies. (Source)

• December 26: The SCC held a meeting to discuss policies relating to 
social media in Iran.  The council aimed to identify Iranians’ social 
media-related needs and also encourage  people to use Iranian 
social media platforms. In addition, these policies will help Iran to 
counter the influence of foreign social media platforms. (Source)

• December 27: Jahangard said there are 20 million smartphones in 
the country, and that this number will double in the next Iranian 
year. He also said 4G will be launched around September 2016. 
Finally, he pointed out that the number of mobile apps available to 
Iranians has increased 300% this year in comparison with last year. 
(Source)

• December 28: Amir Hossein Davaie, Deputy Minister of ICT, said the 
total market value of IT in the world is 3.8 trillion USD, and Iran has 
only contributed 7 billion USD to this market. (Source)

• December 30: Mohammad Khansari, Head of the Information 
Technology Research Centre (ITRC), said within the next 3 to 5 years 
Iran will launch 7 national IT projects including: a national search 
engine, an Internet of Things (IoT) project, an ICT development 
plan for rural areas, a social and cultural preservation project using 
intelligent systems, the development of ICT laboratories, localisation 
technologies related to broadband networks, and a development 
project for using native infrastructure software. (Source)

• December 30: Vaezi announced Iran’s plan for the national space 
program. He said Iran will launch a national telecommunications 
satellite in 2022 and by the end of the Sixth Five-Year Plan (2021-
22) Iran will implement native satellite remote sensing. He also 
mentioned that national space budget will increase by up to five 
time current levels in the next Iranian year (March 2016 - March 
2017). (Source)

• December 30: Vaezi appointed Hassan Haddadpour as Director of 
the Iranian Space Research Institute. Previously, Hassan Karimi was 
director of Iranian Space Research Institute. (Source)
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