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Introduction

In this month’s report, we take a look the recently 
announced ICT budget for (2016/17). We’ll break 
down the government’s spending priorities, and 
discuss what the figures might suggest about 
Rouhani’s commitment to cybersecurity, Iranian 
startups, and the national internet. Holes in the budget 
also point to massive inefficiencies, and possibly some 
level of corruption in the ICT Ministry. 

We also tracked the big developments in internet infrastructure and policy 
development throughout January, including a growing number of interna-
tional partnerships in the wake of the lifting of sanctions, and (possibly) a 
final resolution to the agonisingly long process of establishment handwring-
ing over Telegram. Read on for all the details!
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Executive Summary

Key Findings 
• Iran’s ICT budget has more than doubled since last year (from $1.19 

billion to $2.46 billion).
• The ICT Minister has suffered a massive drop in revenue from SMS 

messaging in the current fiscal year, largely due to the impact of mobile 
apps such as Viber, Telegram and WhatsApp. 

• While last year’s budget set aside 1.2 trillion IRR (39 million USD) for 
Iranian startups, funding has been completely eliminated for the next 
fiscal year. 

• The deadline for the launch of SHOMA, Iran’s national information net-
work, has been extended to March 2020.

Key Developments 
Here’s a few statements from politicians and policymakers that we think are 
noteworthy this month. 

SCC member Hojjat al Islam Saeed Reza Ameli said that 67% of Iranians are 
using internet circumvention tools. 

Secretary of the Commission to Determine the Instances of Criminal Con-
tent (CDICC) Abdolsamad Khoramabadi announced that members of the 
committee voted against imposing a block on Telegram. 

Iran and China signed a partnership agreement for cooperation in the ICT 
sector. Previously, Iran announced that China will help Iran to launch SHOMA. 

Guardian Council member Nejatollah Ebrahimian announced that e-Voting 
will not go ahead in the upcoming parliamentary and Assembly of Experts 
elections due to a lack of legal frameworks and technical infrastructure.

january 5

january 5

january 23

january 23
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Since 2014, Small Media has published a series 
of comprehensive reports breaking down the 
annual budgets of the Ministry of Information and 
Communication Technology. We usually publish the 
budget report in January, but we were delayed this 
year because the Rouhani administration was late 
submitting its budget.

On February 1, the Islamic Parliament Research 
Center (IPRC) published a report analysing the ICT 
budget for the new fiscal year 1395 (2016/17). Small 
Media used this 43 page report as a basis for our own 
analysis.

general overview
According to the IPRC report, the ICT budget has grown 29% since the 
1394 (2015/16) fiscal year. The ICT budget also constitutes 2.42% of Iran’s 
total budget for the next fiscal year. [Figure 1] shows the growth of the ICT 
budget’s share in the total budget since 1390 (2011/12), while [Figure 2] 
shows the size of the budget in USD over the same period.

1

Ministry of Information and 
Communication Technology 
Budget 1395 (2016/17)

http://rc.majlis.ir/fa/report/show/952622
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The submitted budget allocates the majority of funding to infrastructure 
development (e.g. e-Government, Property and Land Registries). Mean-
while, funding for service development and IT training for postdoctoral, 
graduate, high school and primary school students has been eliminated. 
The reason behind this omission remains unclear, but the ICT Minister 
might be planning to outsource these tasks to the private sector.

In addition, cyber security-related spending has increased slightly across 
the board. For example, the ‘IT Security Upgrade Program’, which falls 
under the Ministry of Intelligence’s remit, has seen a 2% increase, where-
as funding has also been set aside for the newly created the ‘Cyberspace 
Monitoring program’.

the ict budget 
share in iran's 

total budget 
1395 (2016/17)

Figure [1] 
ICT Budget in Iran's 

National Budget (2011-
2017)

the ict budget 
(billion usd)

[Figure 2] 
 ICT Ministry Budgets 

(2011-2017)
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Additionally, the Ministry has cut its budget for investment and collabora-
tion in the development of fiber optic projects via the Telecommunication 
Infrastructure Company (TIC), which were meant to turn Iran into a regional 
bandwidth hub. The cut is surprising given ICT Minister Mahmoud Vaezi’s 
repeated statements about Iran’s ambitions to become a dominant infra-
structure centre in the Middle East.  

transparency at the ict ministry
From the next Iranian year, the ICT Ministry’s spending reports will become 
less transparent, following the elimination of key budget management 
mechanisms from next year’s budget. This change means that the ICT 
Ministry will not be obligated to report detailed expenditure breakdowns to 
Parliament.

Additionally, the Ministry deleted a budget line regarding revenue raised 
from issuing licenses to the Mobile Virtual Network Operator (MVNO). While 
the Communications Regulatory Authority of Iran (CRA) will continue to 
issue MVNO licenses, it's unclear where the money raised from license fees 
will be allocated.

Additionally, the ICT Ministry expanded its control over the budgets of other 
companies and departments. Postal carrier Iran Post is a good example. 
Previously, the government allocated funding directly to Iran Post, but now 
funding will be directed through the ICT Ministry before being granted to 
the service. In this way, the ICT Ministry has added an additional layer of 
bureaucracy and increased its role in the budget allocation process. 

This kind of change is even more interesting considering that the Ministry 
has an unimpressive record of allocating its budget to various government 
departments, organisations and affiliated companies. For example, the ICT 
Minister only allocated 65% of its budget to subsidiary organisations in 1393 
(2014/15), with all of these organisations receiving less than 50% of their allo-
cated budget in the last nine months of 1394 (March - December 2015).

Ministry of Information and Com-
munication Technology Budget 1395 
(2016/17)
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Figure [3] 
Budget Allocations (1393-4)

Ministry of Information and Com-
munication Technology Budget 1395 
(2016/17)
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cutting investment in startups
Iran’s startup ecosystem has become a popular topic in Western media, 
and Small Media has published a trio of reports on the topic (available here, 
here and here).

Although last year’s budget set aside 1.2 trillion IRR (39 million USD) to 
support the Iranian startup sector, funding has been completely eliminated 
for the next fiscal year. It’s unclear what motivated such a drastic change, 
although it might reflect the ICT Ministry’s optimism that the lifting of inter-
national sanctions will enable Iranian startups to get capital from Western 
investors. 

ict ministry revenue
The ICT Ministry’s revenue in the next fiscal year is forecast to reach 72.56 
trillion IRR (2.4 billion USD), up 4.6% from the current year. 

As in the current year, the Communications Regulatory Authority is pro-
jected to be the most profitable department for the ICT Ministry next year, 
bringing in around 52 trillion IRR (1.7 billion USD). Most of this revenue 
comes from fees which Iranian telecommunications companies are re-
quired to pay to the CRA.

[Table 1] shows the predicted income of the ICT Ministry in the 1395 
(2016/17) fiscal year. As in 2015/16, the CRA is by far the largest contributor 
to the Ministry’s revenue forecasts, providing around 93% of the total.

0.0

0.5

1.0

1.5

2.0

2.5

Fo
rc

as
t I

CT
 R

ev
en

ue

1395 
(2016/17)

1394 
(2015/16)

1393 
(2014/15)

1392 
(2013/14)

ict forcasted 
revenue 

(billion usd)

Figure [4] 
 ICT Ministry Revenue 

Forecasts, 2013-17

Ministry of Information and Com-
munication Technology Budget 1395 
(2016/17)

https://smallmedia.org.uk/sites/default/files/u8/IIIP_Oct14.pdf
https://smallmedia.org.uk/sites/default/files/u8/IIIP_Nov14_0.pdf
https://smallmedia.org.uk/sites/default/files/u8/IIIP_Dec2014.pdf
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Organisation Forecast revenue in 
1395 fiscal year 

(million USD)

(%) of total ICT 
revenue

The CRA 1,731.04 93%
The TIC 84.17 5%

Iranian Space Research 
Centre (ISRC)

33.13 ~2%

Iranian Space Agency 5.63

~1%

Research Institute for 
ICT (ITRC)

4.96

Post Bank 2.48
ICT Faculty 0.66

Museum & Historical 
Areas

0.004

According to the ICT Ministry’s income, debt of the telecommunication op-
erators in the country has decreased 14% in comparison with the current 
year. Also, the ICT Ministry will not have any income from fines and com-
pensations.

In addition, the ICT Ministry has seen a massive drop in its revenue from SMS 
in 2015/16, which achieved just 8% of its projected total. This collapse in SMS 
revenue demonstrates the incredibly disruptive impact of mobile messaging 
apps (such as Viber, Telegram and WhatsApp) on Iran’s telecoms companies. 
This is the first time we’ve seen solid statistical evidence from the government 
about the impact of messaging apps on telecoms companies.

We now examine two ICT-related sources of government revenue that 
do not fall under the remit of the ICT Ministry: the Supreme Council of 
ICT (SCICT) and the National Cyberspace Centre (NCC). This year’s budget 
does not show any income from the SCICT, which brought in 20 billion IRR 
(662,000 USD) in last year’s budget. The disappearance of the SCICT from 
this year’s budget could be connected to Supreme Leader Ayatollah Seyyed 
Ali Khamenei’s dissolution of bodies parallel to the Supreme Council of 
Cyberspace (SCC) in November 2015. 

The forecast revenue of the National Cyberspace Centre’s (NCC) is 2 trillion 
IRR (6.6 million USD)— roughly equalling the past two fiscal years. Although 
this income is meant to be brought in via licensing and infrastructure usage 
fees, the NCC has not yet achieved its projected revenue projections in the 
past two years.

Table [1] 
ICT revenue

Ministry of Information and Com-
munication Technology Budget 1395 
(2016/17)

https://smallmedia.org.uk/news/iiip-september-2015
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the national information network (shoma) budget
The National Information Network (also known at the National Internet, 
SHOMA, or NIN) is one of Iran’s more controversial ICT projects, and has 
received a good deal of attention from the global press over the years. 

The amount of money allocated to SHOMA in the new budget is up by 
around 44% compared to 2015/16—perhaps an indication that the project 
is likely to miss its completion deadline of March 2016. Next year’s budget 
will devote 15.2 trillion IRR (503.19 million USD) to SHOMA, while the project 
received 10.6 trillion IRR (350.03 million USD) this fiscal year. And the dead-
line for implementation has been extended until March 2020.

[Table 2] shows the growth of SHOMA budget in the next year in compari-
son with the current fiscal year:

Activity (%) growth
Infrastructure of SHOMA -10%

Integrated Management of SHOMA -1%
Applications of SHOMA 1%

Development and completion of technical-geolocation 
infrastructure of ICT and SHOMA

83%

Development of services, applications and contents on 
SHOMA

78%

Development of infrastructure, service and ICT applica-
tion of SHOMA

29%

Additionally, The e-Government budget which will be distributed amongst 59 
organisations and departments has been increased 96% for the next fiscal 
year. The allocated budget for the NCC is 133.3 billion IRR (4.41 million USD) 
which has increased around 5% in comparison with the current fiscal year.

Finally, the ICT Ministry allocates a specific budget for the development of 
computer games. This budget was 36 trillion IRR (1.19 million USD) in 1394 
and it has been increased 115% to 77.4 trillion IRR (2.56 million USD) for the 
upcoming Iranian year. The Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance (MCIG) 
will be responsible to spend this budget.

Table [2] 
Budget growth 1395 

(2016/17) compared with 
1394 (2015/16)

Ministry of Information and Com-
munication Technology Budget 1395 
(2016/17)
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conclusion 
We can draw a few tentative conclusions from Iran’s ICT budget. First, the 
ICT Ministry seems to be having some trouble finishing SHOMA, given that 
the deadline for completion has been extended four years. Second, the 
massive impact apps like Viber, Telegram and WhatsApp have had on the 
ICT ministry’s SMS revenue may increase pressure to try to block or disrupt 
these apps. And finally, the elimination of startup funding may be a hint that 
the ICT ministry expects foreign investment in Iran’s startup scene following 
the nuclear agreement. It remains to be seen whether or not this assump-
tion is warranted.  

Ministry of Information and Com-
munication Technology Budget 1395 
(2016/17)
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• January 2: According to the Mehr News Agency, Telegram users 
faced disruption in the early morning of January 2. The ICT Ministry 
responded to the report stating that they have not decided to block 
Telegram, insisting that the problem did not originate from within 
Iran. (Source)

• January 10: According to Mashregh News, Netflix was blocked for 
several days after launching a service for Iranians. Netflix has been 
available for Iranian users since January 7. (Source)

2

Content Filtering and 
Blocked Sites

http://www.mehrnews.com/news/3014741/%D9%88%D8%A7%DA%A9%D9%86%D8%B4-%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%AE%D8%AA%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B2-%D8%AA%D9%84%DA%AF%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%85
http://money.cnn.com/2016/01/06/media/netflix-130-countries/
http://www.mashreghnews.ir/fa/news/520327/%D9%86%D8%AA%E2%80%8C-%D9%81%D9%84%DB%8C%DA%A9%D8%B3-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%81%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D8%AF
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• January 1: Davoud Zareian, spokesman for the Telecommunication 
Company of Iran (TCI) announced that the company will launch 
public WiFi in two cities by end of this year. In the first phase cities 
of Mashhad, Tehran, Qom or Shiraz will have public WiFi but it is not 
clear which cities will launch first . (Source) 

• January 1: According to the Iranian Students’ Polling Centre (ISPA), 
53% of Iranians use social networks, and Telegram has 20 million 
users in Iran. The key survey findings are listed below:
◊ 72% of 18-29 year olds are members of at least one social net-

work. This figure narrows to 53% among 30-49 year olds, and 
to 25% of over-50s.

◊ 67% of Iranians said they are members of comedy-sharing 
groups, 46% are in science-focused groups, 38% in news and 
politics-focused groups, 26% in family-related groups, 16% in 
sport-focused groups, and 15% for cooking groups, 14% reli-
gious groups and 7% for sexuality-related groups. 

◊ 38% of respondents said that social media is a positive phe-
nomenon, 23% said described it as negative, and 31% refused 
to comment.

◊ Of respondents who reported membership of at least one 
social media platform, 55% responded that social media is a 
positive phenomenon, 9% described it negatively, and 33%re-
fused to comment.

◊ 55% of men and 51% of women are users of at least one social 
network.

◊ 75% of university-educated respondents are members of at 
least one social network.

◊ 39% of respondents with a high school diploma or less are 
members of at least one social network.

◊ Table [3] shows the number of Tehranis over 18 years of age 
on various platforms: (Source)

3

Statements from Ministries 
and Politicians

http://www.asriran.com/fa/news/441319/%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B2%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%AA-%D9%88%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D9%81%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%B1%DA%A9%D8%B2-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D9%86%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%AA%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D9%88-%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
http://itna.ir/fa/doc/news/40077/%D9%86%DB%8C%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%B9%D8%B6%D9%88-%D8%B4%D8%A8%DA%A9%D9%87-%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C
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Platform (%) of 18+ Tehranis
Telegram 37.5%
WhatsApp 26%

Line 16.6%
Viber 12.7%

Facebook 10.6%
Tango 4.7%

Google Plus 2.8%
Twitter 2.3%
WeChat 1.8%

• January 2: Vaezi said that development work on SHOMA will go 
ahead in the Sixth Five-Year Plan (2016-2021), stating that his 
ministry has not cut the project’s budget. Recently the ICT Ministry 
has been criticised intensely over continuing delays to the launch 
of SHOMA. Vaezi added that if the ICT Ministry requires a larger 
budget to implement SHOMA, it will either cancel or cut budgets 
from other projects. (Source)

• January 2: Hossein Mehri, Director of Iran Post announced that 
more than 10,000 transactions took place using eBay and Amazon 
in Autumn 2015. He added that out of the 8 million products 
available on eBay, only 2 million are allowed to be imported into the 
country. Iran Post use a third-party company to order and import 
products from eBay and Amazon. (Source)

• January 2: Ali Babaie, Head of Iran’s Cybercrime Court announced 
that 71% of Iranian cyberbullying victims are women. (Source)

• January 2:  Hojjat al Islam Seyed Ebrahim Raisi, Prosecutor General 
of Iran said that a cybercrime is committed in Iran every 15 
seconds. He added that Iran’s Cyber Police (FATA) had managed to 
discover 90% of cybercrimes carried out in the country. (As ever, 
the methodology used to identify the 10% of ‘undiscovered’ crimes 
remains less than clear.) (Source)

• January 3: Mohammad Soleimani MP, Chairman of the 
Parliamentary Committee on New Technologies, criticised the 
ICT Ministry and the SCC over ongoing delays in ICT project 
implementation. He criticised the Ministry for receiving 26 trillion 
IRR (861 million USD) for implementing SHOMA, while failing 
to update Parliament on its progress. He also criticised Seyed 
Abolhasan Firouzabadi, Secretary of the SCC for remaining quiet 
over delays to SHOMA. Soleimani was formerly an ICT Minister in 
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s cabinet. (Source)

• January 3: Mohammad Homayoun Sadr, Deputy Director of the 
Iranian Space Agency (ISA) announced plans to build a data centre 

Table [3] 
Over-18 Tehranis 

on digital platforms

Statements from Ministries 
and Politicians

http://www.mehrnews.com/news/3014067/%D8%B4%D8%A8%DA%A9%D9%87-%D9%85%D9%84%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%84%D9%88%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%87-%D8%B4%D8%B4%D9%85-%D9%85%D8%B4%DA%A9%D9%84-%D8%A8%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%AC%D9%87-%D9%86%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B1%DB%8C%D9%85
http://www.mehrnews.com/news/3014572/%D8%A2%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%AE%D8%B1%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%A2%D9%86%D9%84%D8%A7%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%AF%D9%88-%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%AA%D8%A8%D8%B1-%D8%AC%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C
http://isna.ir/fa/news/94101206451/71-%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B5%D8%AF-%D9%85%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AA-%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%B3%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%A8%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%88%D8%B7-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%B2%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86
http://www.farsnews.com/newstext.php?nn=13941012000308
http://www.mehrnews.com/news/3015136/%DA%A9%D9%85-%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%84%DB%8C-%D9%88%D8%B2%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D9%85%D8%AC%D9%84%D8%B3-%D8%AF%D8%A8%DB%8C%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%DB%8C-%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B2%DB%8C-%D8%B3%D8%A7%DA%A9%D8%AA
http://www.isa.ir/
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in the Alborz Space Centre in Tehran. According to Sadr, this data 
centre will become operational in the next Iranian year (March 
2016 - March 2017). It will store all satellite footage and information 
for other governmental organisations in Iran. (Source)

• January 4: Deputy ICT Minister Ali Asghar Ansari announced that 
the minimum speed on SHOMA will be at least 2 Mbps, adding 
that access will be cheaper than other internet services. He added 
that the ICT Ministry may be able to secure an Iranian copy of an 
international internet server from RIPE.  (Source)

• January 4: Vaezi announced that the ICT Ministry has no plans to 
block Telegram, and that it is prioritising intelligent filtering over 
more intrusive forms of internet censorship. He added that the 
government has prepared the technical infrastructure to enable 
e-voting in the upcoming elections, and the Interior Ministry has 
released a list of cities and voting centres where e-voting has been 
rolled out. (Source)

• January 5: Zareian announced that South Korea will help Iran to 
develop its communication networks. He added that Iran should 
invest 4.2 trillion IRR (139 million USD) in the reconstruction of 
landline networks by 1397 (March 2018). (Source)

• January 5:  SCC member Hojjat al Islam Saeed Reza Ameli said that 
67% of Iranians are using internet circumvention tools. (Source)

• January 5: Secretary of the Commission to Determine the Instances 
of Criminal Content (CDICC) Abdolsamad Khoramabadi announced 
that members of the committee voted against imposing a block on 
Telegram. He also responded to Vaezi’s assertion that Telegram 
would never be blocked, insisting that the judiciary has the power 
to block any applications or social networks violating Iranian law. 
(Source)

• January 8: Dadashzadeh said that mobile antenna radiation is below 
legal restrictions, and insisted that they cause no public health 
risks. He noted that 34 complaints have been made in the past 
year. Irancell has received the highest number of complaints about 
mobile antenna radiation, with 20 official complaints being lodged. 
(Source)

• January 8: Mohammad Sharafi, the director of the Police Preventive 
Unit announced that an online system will be used to register 
suspects throughout Iran. (Source)

• January 9: Vaezi announced that the ICT Ministry has been working 
to design and setup a network radiation measurement system 
in order to measure radiation levels across the country. He 
mentioned that the first phase will be launched in a number of 
districts in Tehran. Previously, Iranian citizens and the Ministry of 

Statements from Ministries 
and Politicians

http://www.mehrnews.com/news/3015853/%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%B1%DA%A9%D8%B2-%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A7%DB%8C%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AB-%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%B4%D9%88%D8%AF
http://www.mehrnews.com/news/3016559/%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%B9%D8%AA-%DB%B2%D9%85%DA%AF%D8%A7%D8%A8%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D8%A8%DA%A9%D9%87-%D9%85%D9%84%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%B3%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%AC%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
http://www.mehrnews.com/news/3017089/%D8%AA%D9%84%DA%AF%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%85-%D9%81%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B1-%D9%86%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%B4%D9%88%D8%AF-%D8%B3%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA-%D9%85%D8%A7-%D9%81%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B1%DB%8C%D9%86%DA%AF-%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%B3%D8%AA
https://www.tci.ir/tabid/108/ctl/ArticleView/mid/479/articleId/1965/Default.aspx
http://www.mehrnews.com/news/3017765/%D9%81%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%84%DB%8C-%D8%B4%D8%AF%D9%86-%D9%87%D9%85%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86-%DA%86%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4-%D8%A8%D8%B2%D8%B1%DA%AF-%D9%82%D8%B1%D9%86%DB%B2%DB%B1-%D8%A8%D8%B1-%D9%81%D8%B1%D8%B5%D8%AA-%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%B1%DA%A9%D8%B2-%DA%A9%D9%86%DB%8C%D9%85
http://itna.ir/fa/doc/news/40194/%D9%85%D8%AE%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%AA-%D8%A7%DA%A9%D8%AB%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%B6%D8%A7%DB%8C-%DA%A9%D9%85%DB%8C%D8%AA%D9%87-%D9%81%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B1%DB%8C%D9%86%DA%AF-%D8%AA%D9%84%DA%AF%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%85
http://www.mehrnews.com/news/3019326/%D8%A2%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%B4%DA%A9%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%85-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%A2%D9%86%D8%AA%D9%86-%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D9%85%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A7%DB%8C%D9%84-%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%B9%D8%B4%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%BE%D8%A7%DB%8C%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%AA%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%AD%D8%AF-%D9%85%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B2
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Health have complained about the risks posed by radiation from 
satellite jamming measures and mobile antennas. In 2014 Small 
Media published a report about satellite jamming in Iran, available 
here. (Source)

• January 9: Firouzabadi asserted that SHOMA is an immense and 
complicated network, and noted that Iranian authorities are 
still seeking updated technologies to apply to the project. He 
did not release any further details, or updates on the project’s 
development timeline. Recently, a number of hardline and 
conservative MPs have criticised the ICT Ministry and Firouzabadi 
for repeated delays in the implementation of SHOMA. (Source)

• January 9: Vaezi said the Rouhani government is reluctant to 
privatise Iran Post, adding that they do not want to make same 
mistakes that Ahmadinejad’s government made when privatising 
the TCI. Vaezi argued that investors in the TCI were uninterested 
in providing good services for consumers, and were merely 
concerned with maximising profits. The Mobin Trust Consortium, 
the Tose'e Etemad Investment Company, and Sina Bank won the 
bid to takeover 51% of the TCI’s share for $7.8 billion in September 
2009. The Mobin Trust Consortium is partially owned by the Iranian 
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC). (Source)

• January 10: Seyed Jafar Tashakkori Hashemi, the Tehran 
Municipality’s Deputy of Transportation and Traffic announced 
that from March 2016 Tehranis will be able to pay for journeys on 
the Tehran Metro by scanning QR codes with their mobile phones. 
(Source)

• January 11: TCI Director Seyyed Asadollah Dehnad stated that 
Iranian cyberspace should be a space for ‘enjoining good and 
forbidding wrong’. He stated that the TCI is willing to provide 
assistance in developing necessary technical infrastructure for 
individuals or organisations seeking to develop online Islamic 
content. (Source)

• January 11: Vaezi announced that Iran’s international internet 
bandwidth has expanded from 72 Gbps to 276 Gbps since 2014, 
with the number of internal IP addresses expanding fivefold in the 
same period. Vaezi declined to note the exact number of internal IP 
addresses in Iran at present. (Source)

• January 13: Mohammad Soleimani MP criticised the ICT Ministry 
and Vaezi over the operation of bulk SMS services. According to 
Soleimani, the Ministry is reluctant to crack down against bulk SMS 
services due to significant revenues received from these services 
by the ICT Ministry and major telecoms operators. He also claimed 
that Vaezi lacks the necessary experience for his role as ICT 
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Filterwatch
January 2016

17

Minister. (Source)
• January 13: Vaezi said that the ICT Ministry will monitor social 

networks for any illegal pre-election campaign activities. He added 
that the ICT Ministry is in compliance with orders from the Interior 
Ministry and the Guardian Council on this matter. In addition, 
he claimed that Telegram has agreed to block any channels in 
violation of Iranian law. In Iran, it is officially illegal for candidates to 
campaign outside of a seven day window immediately preceding 
election day. (Source)

• January 16: Deputy ICT Minister Amir Hossein Davaie said his 
ministry aims to develop a budget line for tech startups in the 
next financial year (March 2016 - March 2017). He also detailed 
protectionist measures for Iran’s tech startups, noting that if a 
digital product is developed by an Iranian startup, Iran would 
stop importing globally-produced alternatives into the country. 
According to the ICT budget submitted on February 1, this startup 
budget was not approved despite Davaie’s claims. (Source)

• January 17: Vice President for Science and Technology Sorena 
Sattari noted that Iran is not a member of any international 
copyright conventions. (Source)

• January 17: A number of personnel changes were announced at the TIC. 
◊ Masoud Reza Soltani, Director of Technical Support was 

appointed as Deputy Head of Design, Development and New 
Technologies—a role previously held by Mehdi Karimi Neysani. 
Soltani will also retain his role as Director of Technical Support.

◊ Majid Haghi, former Director of Design and Development of 
Data Network was appointed as Director of Planning and Devel-
opment for Transmission Networks and Satellites, which was 
previously held by Hashem Mohammad Khani. 

◊ Mohammad Goudarzi, Deputy Director of the Planning and 
Development Data Network, was appointed as Director of De-
sign and Development in the Data Network department, a post 
previously held by Majid Haghi. (Source)

• January 19: Barari said that Iran only has a 140 billion IRR (4.6 
million USD) share in the global ICT market. (Source)

• January 19: Deputy ICT Minister Nasrollah Jahangard said that 
with the lifting of international sanctions there will be a massive 
opportunity to develop Iran’s ICT market. According to Jahangard, 
the ICT sector is responsible for just 2.7% of Iranian GDP at 
present, though the Ministry has targeted an increase to 4% of GDP 
in the next few years. (Source)

• January 21: Vaezi announced a new plan to increase Iran’s 
internet bandwidth to 4,000 Gbps. According to this new plan, 
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http://www.mehrnews.com/news/3026549/%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%B9%D8%B6%D9%88-%D9%87%DB%8C%DA%86-%D9%85%D8%AC%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%A8%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%84%D9%84%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%B2%D9%85%DB%8C%D9%86%D9%87-%D8%B1%D8%B9%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%AA-%DA%A9%D9%BE%DB%8C-%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%B3%D8%AA
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http://www.mehrnews.com/news/3028505/%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%87-%D8%B3%D8%B1%D9%85%D8%A7%DB%8C%D9%87-%DA%AF%D8%B0%D8%A7%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%87-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85
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Iran’s internal bandwidth capacity will increase by 80%, while 
international bandwidth will increase by 20%. He added that only 
200 villages were connected to the Internet at the start of Rouhani’s 
government, but this number has risen to 15,000 villages at 
present. (Source)

• January 22: Alireza Yari, Secretary of the Strategic Council of 
National Search Engines said that his group will consult with 
international search engines such as Yahoo and Bing in order to 
use their experience and technology in the development of Iran’s 
domestic search engines. Previously, Iran announced that they 
received assistance from the Russian search engine Yandex, and 
an unnamed South Korean search engine. Yandex later denied that 
any such collaboration took place. (Source)

• January 23: Guardian Council member Nejatollah Ebrahimian 
announced that e-Voting will not go ahead in the upcoming 
parliamentary and Assembly of Experts elections due to a lack of 
legal frameworks and technical infrastructure. Previously, Vaezi 
stated that the ICT Ministry was prepared for the roll-out of e-voting 
in some Iranian cities. President Rouhani had also previously stated 
that e-voting would help to minimise the risk of voter fraud. (Source)

• January 23: The TIC has contracted out maintenance of 
telecommunication networks to the private sector for the third 
time. The TIC has contracted out maintenance to the private 
sector since privatisation of the TCI in 2009. The contactor will 
be responsible for maintaining the TCI’s transport infrastructure, 
building projects, energy consumption, network switches, data 
centres, towers and antennas. (Source)

• January 23: Iran and China signed a partnership agreement for 
cooperation in the ICT sector. Previously, Iran announced that 
China will help Iran to launch SHOMA. (Source)

• January 24: Abolghasem Khodaverdiloo, spokesperson of the Quran 
and Cyberspace Workgroup at the Digital Media and Information 
Technology Center (SARAMAD) announced that the Ministry of 
Culture and Islamic Guidance (MCIG) will spend 110 billion IRR (3.6 
million USD) on supporting Quran-related online projects. (Source) 

• January 24: The ICT Ministry released new statistics about the 
numbers of mobile subscribers and operators in Iran up to 
22 September 2015. According to these statistics, the Mobile 
Telecommunication Company of Iran (MCI) holds a 57% market 
share, MTN Irancell has 40%, and RighTel holds 3%. [Table 4] and 
[Table 5] detail the numbers of mobile phone subscribers based on 
each province and operator. (Source)
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Province Population MCI Irancell RighTel Total Number Penetration

Alborz 2,594,326 - 1,532,988 97,334 1,630,322 62.84%
Ardabil 1,285,405 615,580 329,099 13,354 958,033 74.53%

Bushehr 1,122,934 609,921 422,633 13,433 1,045,987 93.15%
Chaharmahal 
and Bakhtiari

932,662 546,504 164,686 11,888 723,078 77.53%

East Azerbaijan 3,833,602 1,970,193 842,973 46,418 2,859,584 74.59%
Fars 4,781,708 2,334,490 1,920,632 89,465 4,344,587 90.86%

Ghazvin 1,249,722 686,300 397,149 16,041 1,099,490 87.98%

Gilan 2,543,482 1,545,341 941,107 42,657 2,529,105 99.43%

Golestan 1,903,303 758,827 822,861 32,266 1,614,954 84.85%

Hamedan 1,794,065 885,656 521,980 18,333 1,425,969 79.46%

Hormozgan 1,710,111 753,033 969,738 32,671 1,755,442 102,65%

Ilam 581,150 340,955 112,981 5,926 459,862 79.13%
Isfahan 5,049,538 3,071,362 1,346,516 92,237 4,510,115 89.31%
Kerman 3,117,137 1,574,837 758,158 73,447 2,406,442 77.20%

Kermanshah 1,977,003 1,100,607 555,158 33,985 1,689,750 85.47%

Khuzestan 4,788,737 1,958,910 2,656,524 80,359 4,695,793 98.08%
Kohgiluyeh and 
Boyer-Ahmad

703,142 349,999 220,708 17,590 588,297 83.67%

Kurdistan 1,534,593 896,258 327,535 18,857 1,242,650 80.98%
Lorestan 1,816,306 749,639 674,693 20,199 1,444,531 79.53%
Markazi 147,016 851,585 365,814 26,458 1,243,857 84.61%

Mazandaran 3,182,084 1,785,673 1,611,946 57,554 3,455,173 108.58%
North Khorasan 908,097 301,186 300,824 4,306 606,316 66.70%

Qom 1,234,544 675,906 295,598 25,874 997,378 80.79%
Razavi Khorasan 6,352,864 2,855,840 2,682,723 84,639 5,623,166 88.51%

Semnan 672,692 427,020 246,609 20,145 693,774 103.13%
Sistan and 

Baluchestan
2,790,527 844,927 897,637 48,354 1,790,918 64.18%

South Khorasan 769,117 353,070 136,645 4,747 494,462 64.29%
Tehran 12,684,032 9,597,992 5,671,677 700,232 15,969,901 125.90%

West Azerbaijan 3,241,908 1,499,870 888,382 38,065 2,226,317 74.84%
Yazd 1,088,565 795,224 154,750 22,487 972,461 89.33%

Zanjan 1,057,781 554,412 223,056 13,548 788,316 74.53%
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Operator Total SIM 
cards sold 

Contracts Data 
SIM card 

plans

Pay as you 
go plans

Active 
plans 

MCI 62,668,122 17,766,749 - 46,901,373 41,291,081
Irancell 74,786,381 785,726 - 74,655,000 28,922,080
RighTel 4,744,803 135,193 442,346 4,167,264 1,802,869
Taliya 599,000 - - - 101,227
MTCE1 33,600 - - - 10,000
Kish 16,856 - - - 15,863

• January 25: Judiciary spokesman Gholam-Hossein Mohseni-Eje'i 
noted that the judiciary has discovered 40 early campaigning 
violations in 31 provinces, most of which related to social media 
usage. (Source)

• January 25: Yari said the Strategic Council of National Search 
Engines has received 110 proposals for national search engines. 
The Council have decided to take 19 proposals forward, from 40 
applicants. 15 of these proposals have already been considered, 
and the last four will be processed in the near future. Previously, 
the Council asked developers and the private sector to submit 
proposals for developing national search engines. (Source)

• January 25: The CRA suspended the sale of internet access in six 
provinces because of poor service. The CRA has not yet named 
any specific operators, but previously the CRA has suspended the 
TCI’s activities due to poor internet provision services and a lack of 
necessary infrastructure. The provinces affected are Kerman, Fars, 
Ilam, Bushehr, Hormozgan and Kurdistan. (Source)

• January 26: Ali Asghar Ansari, Deputy Director of the Information 
Technology Organization of Iran (ITO) said that foreign companies 
are permitted to base their servers inside Iran in the wake of 
sanctions being lifted. He also mentioned that the lifting of 
sanctions will contribute to a fall in the price of hardware and 
software in Iran. (Source) 

• January 26: Vaezi said his Ministry plans to start providing fiber optic 
cables to homes and businesses from next Iranian year, which start 
March 2016. (Source) 

• January 27: Ali Janati, Minister of Culture and Islamic Guidance 
announced that Iran will soon launch a Bulk SMS Monitoring 
System, in order to control and manage the content and volume of 
bulk SMS advertising. (Source)

Table [5]
Iranian mobile phone 

subscription plans

1.  Mobile Telecommunications Company of Esfahan

Statements from Ministries 
and Politicians

http://www.farsnews.com/newstext.php?nn=13941104000763
https://smallmedia.org.uk/media/articles/files/IIIP_Jun15.pdf
https://smallmedia.org.uk/media/articles/files/IIIP_Jun15.pdf
https://smallmedia.org.uk/media/articles/files/IIIP_Jun15.pdf
http://www.mehrnews.com/news/3033201/%DB%B1%DB%B5-%D8%B7%D8%B1%D8%AD-%D8%AC%D9%88%DB%8C%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%B1-%D8%A8%D9%88%D9%85%DB%8C-%D9%86%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C%DB%8C-%D8%B4%D8%AF-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%AF-%DB%B3-%D9%85%D9%88%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%B1-%D8%AC%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%AC%D9%88%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%AA%D9%86%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%DA%A9%D8%B4%D9%88%D8%B1
http://www.mehrnews.com/news/3033468/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B4-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%AA-ADSL-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%DB%B6-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%85%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%82%D9%81-%D8%B4%D8%AF
http://itna.ir/fa/doc/news/40691/%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%B4%D8%B1%DA%A9%D8%AA-%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AC%DB%8C-%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%B3%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%AE%D9%88%D8%AF-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A8%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%AF
http://www.mehrnews.com/news/3034592/%D8%A7%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D9%84-%D9%81%DB%8C%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%86%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B2%D9%84-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%AA%D8%AF%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%A2%DB%8C%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87-%D8%A2%D8%BA%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%B4%D9%88%D8%AF
http://www.mehrnews.com/news/3035198/%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%87-%D9%86%D8%B8%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%B1-%D9%BE%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%85%DA%A9-%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A8%D9%88%D9%87-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%B4%D8%AF-%D8%AF%DB%8C%D8%AC%DB%8C%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%84%DB%8C-%D8%B4%D8%AF%D9%86-%D8%B3%DB%8C%D9%86%D9%85%D8%A7
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• January 29: Iran and France discussed an agreement for further 
partnerships in the ICT sector. In January 2016, Rouhani traveled to 
France with his ministers in order to sign a number of partnership 
agreements. (Source)

• January 29: Mehri announced that Iran Post will launch a TelePost 
service within the next four months in 16 provinces, whereby 
Iranians can call for packages to be collected from their home 
and delivered. Mehri added that the Iran Post call center has the 
capacity to process 30,000 calls per day in these provinces. (Source)

• January 31: Vaezi launched the IT Business Accelerator in Tehran. 
The center aims to help the development of small ICT businesses 
and startups. At a press conference, he added that a system to 
block bulk SMS services for Irancell and MCI will launch in February 
2016. He also commented on the Mesbah satellite which has 
been held by Italy since 2003 as a result of Western sanctions.  He 
said the ICT Ministry is doing its best to secure the transfer of the 
Mesbah satellite. (Source I, Source II) 

Statements from Ministries 
and Politicians

http://www.mehrnews.com/news/3036298/%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%B9-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A8%DB%8C%D9%86-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%88-%D9%81%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%B3%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C%DB%8C-%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%B4%D9%88%D8%AF
http://www.mehrnews.com/news/3036382/%D9%BE%D8%B3%D8%AA-%D8%AA%D9%84%D9%81%D9%86%DB%8C-%D8%AA%D8%A7-%DB%B4-%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%AF%DB%8C%DA%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%DA%A9%D9%84-%DA%A9%D8%B4%D9%88%D8%B1-%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B2%DB%8C-%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%B4%D9%88%D8%AF
http://www.mehrnews.com/news/3038137/%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%B3%DB%8C%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%85-%D8%AA%D9%81%DA%A9%DB%8C%DA%A9-%D9%BE%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%85%DA%A9-%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%AA%D8%A8%D9%84%DB%8C%D8%BA%D8%A7%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AD-%D8%B1%D8%A7-%D9%BE%D8%B3-%D9%85%DB%8C-%DA%AF%DB%8C%D8%B1%DB%8C%D9%85
http://www.mehrnews.com/photo/3038136/%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%AA%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%AD-%D9%85%D8%B1%DA%A9%D8%B2-%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%85%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B2%DB%8C-%DA%A9%D8%B3%D8%A8-%D9%88-%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D9%81%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AA
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• January 11: Torrentfreak claimed that Islamic Republic of Iran 
Broadcasting (IRIB) aired a series of movies which were downloaded 
from pirate websites. According to Torrentfreak, IRIB aired movies 
including Django Unchained, Tower Heist, and Jack the Giant Slayer. 
(Source)

• January 11:  Alireza Avaie, Head of Iran’s Civil Registration Office 
announced that Iran has issued 5 million national biometric cards, 
adding that 2 million more will be issued by the end of March 2016. 
(Source)

• January 13: According to the Mehr News Agency, 25,000 villages will 
be connected to the internet with 512 kbps connections by April 
2016. In addition, high speed internet for 17,000 villages will be 
rolled out by mid-February. (Source)

• January 15: According to the Iranian Students’ News Agency (ISNA), 
20% of companies and organisations were granted permission 

4

Civil Society, Professional 
Organization Statements

https://torrentfreak.com/iranian-state-tv-broadcasts-movie-from-pirate-site-160110/
http://www.farsnews.com/newstext.php?nn=13941021000090
http://www.itmen.ir/index.aspx?pid=99&articleId=91125
http://www.mehrnews.com/news/3023882/%DB%B2%DB%B5-%D9%87%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%AA-%DB%B5%DB%B1%DB%B2-%DA%A9%DB%8C%D9%84%D9%88%D8%A8%DB%8C%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%AC%D9%87%D8%B2-%D9%85%DB%8C-%D8%B4%D9%88%D9%86%D8%AF
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to receive Internet Protocol Television (IPTV) from IRIB, and they 
will launch their service in Spring 2016. According to ISNA, these 
companies did not get any licence or permission from the ICT 
Ministry and the MCIG. Previously, Ministry of ICT and IRIB had 
argued over permission of IPTV. It is not clear how the argument 
did end and what was the result. (Source)

• January 23: Gholamhossein Karimi Khorasani, Chairman of 
Telecommunication Devices Union announced that mobile phones 
worth 2.5 billion USD are smuggled into Iran each year. As a 
consequence, all imported mobile phones will have to register 
their IMEI from March 2016. Khorasani noted that 90% of imported 
mobile phones enter Iran via smuggling. (Source)

• January 27: The Iranian startup Danesh Bonyan Telecom (DBT) has 
launched Aio, the first Iranian IPTV, after obtaining a licence from 
IRIB. Keyvan Jameh Bozorg, CEO of DBT said that the company aims 
to have 500,000 users by the end of March 2016. Aio is available for 
smartphones, tablets and laptops. According to Jameh Bozorg, the 
current capacity of the website is 3 million users, adding that this 
will expand in the future. (Source)

Civil Society, Professional 
Organization Statements
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