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Introduction

In the summer of 2014, we reported on a number of 
Iranian social networks that look suspiciously similar 
to their Western counterparts. Since then, we have 
observed a strong tendency among Iranian officials to 
encourage Iranians to opt for the domestic alternatives. 
In this month’s report, we zoom out and look at some 
of the effects of the Iranian government’s efforts to 
promote domestic platforms and services. 

We also consider how the concept of net neutrality might be applicable (if 
at all) in the Iranian context. Does Iran’s prioritisation of domestic platforms 
constitution a violation of net neutrality principles? And if so, is this a useful 
line of critique for freedom of information activists? More generally, do Ira-
nian techies care about net neutrality at all  — Or is this perhaps a concept 
more applicable in Europe and North America? To find out, we surveyed 
200 Iranian internet users to see what they thought about net neutrality. 

http://bit.ly/IIPJl14


Filterwatch
March 2016

3

Executive
Summary

Key Findings 

• Through a combination of censorship, subsidies, and public statements, 
the Iranian government has demonstrated a clear preference for 
Iranian apps and platforms over their foreign counterparts. 

• The concept of net neutrality does not have widespread resonance 
amongst Iranian internet users.  

• With the exception of Aparat (an Iranian version of YouTube), Iran’s 
internet users tend to prefer foreign platforms to domestic ones. 

Key Developments 

Expediency Council Secretary Mohsen Rezaee claimed that Iran’s enemies 
[meaning reformists] could not win elections in small cities and towns 
due to a lack of good communication infrastructure. He added that the 

“enemy” managed to win in cities like Tehran as a direct result of good 
communications infrastructure.

According to Iran’s judiciary spokesperson Gholam-Hossein Mohseni-
Eje'i, the ICT Ministry has spent 1 trillion IRR (33 million USD) on Intelligent 
Filtering and still no progress has been made on the censorship system.

Alireza Azarderakhsh, Head of the Cybercrime Prevention Department at 
FATA, warned individuals who promote hacking education and training on 
social networks that they could face fines and prison sentences. According 
to Azarderakhsh, there are many advertisements for hacking tools on 
Telegram.

march 2

march 7

march 9
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Domestic Services & Net 
Neutrality 

“Censorship, plus data localisation, equals 
total control.”  

In the summer of 2014, we reported on a number 
of Iranian social networks that look suspiciously 
similar to their Western counterparts. Since then, we 
have observed a strong tendency among Iranian 
officials to encourage Iranians to opt for the domestic 
alternatives. In this month’s report, we zoom out and 
look at some of the effects of the Iranian government’s 
efforts to promote domestic platforms and services. 

We also consider how the concept of net neutrality might be applicable (if 
at all) in the Iranian context. Does Iran’s prioritisation of domestic platforms 
constitution a violation of net neutrality principles? And if so, is this a useful 
line of critique for freedom of information activists? More generally, do Ira-
nian techies care about net neutrality at all  — Or is this perhaps a concept 
more applicable in Europe and North America? To find out, we surveyed 
200 Iranian internet users to see what they thought about net neutrality. 

While the issue of Net Neutrality remains contentious, it is beyond the 
scope of this report to delve into that debate. We take as our point of 
departure the following strict definition of net neutrality, outlined by 
Kramer, Wiewiorra, and Weinhart (2012): 

“Net neutrality prohibits Internet service providers from speeding up, 
slowing down or blocking Internet traffic based on its source, ownership 
or destination.”

Our aim here is simply to introduce this framework to debates around in-
ternet policy in Iran, and to examine whether or not it resonates in Iranian 
tech circles. Before jumping into that analysis, we first discuss the Iranian 

Anupam Chander 
(remarks at RightsCon 2016) 

http://bit.ly/IIPJl14
http://www.im.uni-karlsruhe.de/Upload/Publications/336c39b3-7a62-4159-bb1a-483f39dd5b24.pdf


Filterwatch
March 2016

5Domestic Services & Net 
Neutrality

government’s tendency to favour domestic apps and services.  

the impact of insularity 
In this section, we will consider the implications of the Iranian government’s 
preference for domestic platforms from four differents perspectives: 
censorship, competition in the telecoms market, data localisation, and net 
neutrality. 
 

CENSORSHIP 

Iran’s pervasive censorship regime focuses most intently on foreign plat-
forms. In addition to the well known filtering of Facebook and Twitter, 
recent years have seen prominent disruptions of myriad foreign platforms, 
including: WhatsApp, Viber, Telegram, WeChat, and Instagram. When such 
filtering is publicly acknowledged, the most commonly cited justification is 
to prevent Iranians from viewing “immoral” or “pornographic” content. 

Whether or not it is intended, one impact of this policy may be to encourage 
Iranian users to opt for domestic alternatives. Iranian social networks are 
much more susceptible to Iranian law, more likely to have data centers inside 
the country, and are much easier to monitor than their foreign counterparts. 

As we documented in a 2015 report, the terms and conditions for a 
number of Iranian social networks require users to comply with Iran’s 
Computer Crimes Law, which Article 19 describes as “saturated with 
provisions that criminalise legitimate expression.” If foreign social networks 
are slow or difficult to access, users may have some incentive to migrate to 
local platforms. 

IRAN’S TELECOMS MARKET

There may be an economic motivation as well. The rise in popularity of 
foreign messaging apps like Viber and Telegram have pried users away 
from traditional text messaging. The recent release of Iran’s 2016-17 
budget illustrated the financial impact of this transition: SMS revenue 
in 2015-16 dropped massively, reaching only 8% of the projected total. 
Against this backdrop, the government’s attempts to push users towards 
domestic platforms may be read in part as an attempt to help Iranian tech 
firms claw back market share from foreign companies. 

DATA LOCALISATION 
When the Iranian government fails to persuade users to abandon foreign 
apps, it attempts to bring foreign providers under its influence. A recent 
illustration of this came last month, when Seyyed Mohammad Reza 

https://smallmedia.org.uk/news/iiip-october-2015
https://www.article19.org/data/files/medialibrary/2921/12-01-30-FINAL-iran-WEB%5B4%5D.pdf
https://smallmedia.org.uk/media/articles/files/IIIP_JAN16.pdf#page=9
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Aghamiri, a member of the the Committee to Determine the Instances of 
Criminal Content (CDICC) demanded that Telegram either move its servers 
into Iran or face filtering. This policy indicates that Iran may be following 
the lead of countries like Russia and China, which have both recently 
implemented their own data localisation requirements.  

NET NEUTRALITY AND THE ‘NATIONAL INTERNET‘

Perhaps the best illustration of the Iranian government insular approach to 
internet policy is the development of the National Internet (SHOMA). This 
project aims to provide a ‘clean’ version of the internet, accessible only to 
people inside the country, which will include affordable, high-speed, and 
unfiltered access to a limited number of government-approved sites. The 
ICT ministry has given numerous subsidies to Iranian developers, and local 
platforms can utilise SHOMA’s infrastructure, allowing them to provide 
fast service to Iranian users. When coupled with the disruption and lower 
speeds of foreign alternatives, this approach may provide incentives for 
Iranian users to switch to the local options. 

A recent report on Iran’s National Internet from Article 19 clearly outlines 
this point:

“Such subsidisation schemes, when matched with a concerted censorship 
of foreign resources, could make the National Internet versions of com-
mon Internet services the ‘path of least resistance’ for Iranian users who 
have become accustomed to online access and seek continued service.”

By making domestic platforms cheaper and more accessible than foreign 
ones, the Iranian government may in fact be shaping user behavior. The ex-
tent to which they succeed  depends on whether or not domestic platforms 
catch on — widespread popularity has remained elusive for the majority of 
Iranian platforms.

the case of aparat
When it comes to the promotion of domestic platforms, the government 
has had mixed results. Iranians tend to prefer Google, Yahoo, Telegram, 
and Instagram to their domestic counterparts (all of which Alexa ranks 
significantly higher in terms of visitors and pageviews than their Iranian 
alternatives). Moreover, Iranians tend to feel less secure on domestic social 
networks. 

We discussed this perception in a 2015 report: 

Domestic Services & Net 
Neutrality

http://www.farsnews.com/13941126000279
http://www.hldataprotection.com/2015/10/articles/international-eu-privacy/russian-data-localization-two-months-in/
https://globalvoices.org/2016/04/05/wanna-reach-the-chinese-internet-market-time-to-register-your-domain-in-china/
https://www.article19.org/data/files/The_National_Internet_AR_KA_final.pdf
http://www.alexa.com/topsites/countries/IR
https://smallmedia.org.uk/news/iiip-october-2015
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“In a survey of over 2000 Iranian internet users we conducted in August 
2015, over 40% of respondents said that they felt ‘not at all secure’ when 
using Iranian social networks, compared to 25% who felt the same way 
using foreign social networks. Only 16% of respondents reported feeling 
either ‘very secure’ or ‘somewhat secure’ using Iranian social networks, 
compared to 40% for foreign social networks.”

 
Aparat, an Iranian version of YouTube, is the exception, proving wildly popu-
lar with Iranian users. 

According to Alexa, Aparat is the 6th most visited website in Iran, while 
YouTube comes in at number 108. (It is important to note that this figure 
likely understates YouTube’s popularity, since it does not include users 
who access YouTube with a VPN that gives them a non-Iranian IP address. 
Still, the gap between Aparat and YouTube is substantial, and popularity of 
Aparat speaks for itself.) In this section, we’ll try to unpack what sets Aparat 
apart, and suggest what this case means for other Iranian platforms. 

One factor that has helped Aparat is the blocking of YouTube. YouTube was 
first filtered in December 2006, and then again during the post-election 
protests of 2009.

In a January 2015 interview with ITNA, Aparat’s CEO Mohammad Javad 
Shakouri acknowledged that the blocking of YouTube has benefited Aparat 
considerably. When asked if his business gained from the blocking of 
YouTube, Shakouri responded: 

“[Yes], very much. We should be realistic, be clear and not lie to our-
selves….There was a demand and we found it.” 

Aparat likely also benefitted from what could be termed a zero rating 
arrangement it struck with mobile carrier RighTel, which until last year was 
the only provider with a license to offer 3G in Iran. According to RighTel’s 
website, subscribers are not charged for bandwidth used to watch videos 
on Aparat, Aparat for children, and Filmio (an Iranian version of Netflix). 
Such an offer provides an obvious incentive to choose these platforms over 
their non-Iranian alternatives. 

It seems clear that Iranian services generally, and Aparat in particular, ben-
efit from filtering and content prioritisation agreements that could be said 
to violate net neutrality principles. But do Iranian internet users see it that 
way? And, more to the point, do they care? The next section explores these 
questions.

Domestic Services & Net 
Neutrality

https://smallmedia.org.uk/media/articles/files/IIIP_Aug15.pdf
https://smallmedia.org.uk/media/articles/files/IIIP_Aug15.pdf
http://www.alexa.com/topsites/countries/IR
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2006/dec/04/news.iran
http://www.smh.com.au/technology/mobile-phones-facebook-youtube-cut-in-iran-20090613-c6xy.html
http://itna.ir/fa/doc/interview/34131/%D8%A2%D9%BE%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%DA%86%DA%AF%D9%88%D9%86%D9%87-%D8%B4%DA%A9%D9%84-%DA%AF%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%AA
https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-net/2015/iran
http://www.rightel.ir/internet-pack-prepaid-postpaid
http://www.filimo.com/
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survey
To get a sense of Iranian attitudes towards net neutrality, we conducted a 
survey of people on a circumvention tool mailing list. It should go without 
saying that this sample is not representative of Iranian internet users over-
all. However, as the list contains over 300,000 tech savvy Iranians, we think 
it provides a decent snapshot of broader trends within the country. 

We asked users to indicate if they had heard of net neutrality before, and 
indicate whether or not they knew what it means. The translation of net 
neutrality into Farsi was based on the Farsi-language wikipedia page for net 
neutrality, which is a direct translation. We received 200 responses, and our 
findings are discussed below. 

Are you familiar with the concept of net neutrality?

RESULTS

A majority of respondents (65.2%) had never heard the term net neutrality 
at all. Of those who had, 19.9% didn’t know what it meant. Only a small frac-
tion of respondents (14.9%) reported knowing how to define the concept. 
What are we to make of these results? 

DISCUSSION 
First, it is entirely possible that net neutrality is a concept that is most 
applicable to liberal democracies in Europe and North America. The term 
was coined by Columbia University Media law professor Tim Wu in 2003, 
and has been extensively debated in the US and EU. However, the concept 
has been deployed in other parts of the world, including in India and Chile, 
so it does seem to have some application in the global south. 

Domestic Services & Net 
Neutrality

https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A8%DB%8C%D8%B7%D8%B1%D9%81%DB%8C_%D9%86%D8%AA
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-internet-idUSKBN0TN18D20151204
http://www.euractiv.com/section/digital/news/eu-calls-for-open-internet-at-global-conference-while-net-neutrality-fight-rages-in-brussels/
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2016/feb/08/india-facebook-free-basics-net-neutrality-row
https://www.techdirt.com/articles/20140603/05442127439/chile-bans-free-delivery-social-media-services-to-uphold-net-neutrality.shtml
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Net neutrality has even managed to get some traction on Iranian tech 
blogs, which have both explained the concept and covered the fight over 
Free Basics in India. Moreover, the fact that nearly 15% of respondents 
could define net neutrality, and a further 19.9% had heard the term before, 
indicates that the concept is not completely alien to Iranian internet users. 
Still, a decisive majority of respondents had never heard the term at all, which 
suggests it remains a niche topic in Iran. 

It is also worth noting that since we distributed our survey to subscribers to 
a circumvention tool mailing list, it is reasonable to assume that the people 
in our sample might be more familiar and comfortable with the internet and 
technology than Iranians more generally. This potential source of bias makes 
the lack of familiarity with net neutrality all the more notable. If tech-savvy 
Iranians are generally unfamiliar with net neutrality, it stands to reason that 
the concept has little traction in Iranian public discourse more generally. 

conclusion
Through a combination of censorship, subsidies, and public statements, the 
Iranian government has demonstrated a clear preference for Iranian apps 
and platforms over their foreign counterparts. While these policies — which 
appear to aim at incentivising Iranian users to opt for domestic services — 
could be said to violate net neutrality principles, it appears that that line of 
critique has little resonance among Iranian users. 

Could objections to Iranian internet policy on net neutrality grounds be 
effective? It seems that such appeals may fall on deaf ears domestically, 
but they could be more fruitful in the international arena. The recently 
published WSIS+10 zero draft marked the introduction of net neutrality 
principles to a formal UN negotiation process for the first time, but debate 
continues about whether they should continue to be implemented at the 
national level or be extended to cover traffic that traverses national borders 
as well. 

The contours of this debate are still taking shape, and it looks as though 
no easy solution is in sight. Yet net neutrality may give Iranian civil society 
organisations a lense through which to form alliances internationally and 
develop a new line of attack against internet policies that prioritise domestic 
platforms. As fights over net neutrality continue to rage, it remains to be 
seen whether or not such an approach would be effective. But it is possible 
that this framing could cast the long-standing problem of content limits in 
Iran in a new light. 

Domestic Services & Net 
Neutrality

http://digiato.com/article/2015/02/05/net-neutrality-%DA%86%DB%8C%D8%B3%D8%AA-%D9%88-%DA%86%D8%B1%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%85%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AF%D8%9F/
http://digiato.com/article/2016/02/09/%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%87-%D8%B3%D8%B1%D9%88%DB%8C%D8%B3-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%AA-%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%86-free-basics-%D9%81%DB%8C%D8%B3%D8%A8%D9%88/
http://www.diplomacy.edu/blog/eight-highlights-zero-draft-wsis10-document
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• March 2: According to Kaleme, the reformist website List-e Omid 
(The Hope List) was blocked. List-e Omid is a platform used to 
share the names of nominated reformist and moderate candidates 
in the parliamentary and Assembly of Experts elections. Pro-
reformist and moderate activists launched this website due to a 
perceived lack of access to media outlets and news agencies for 
their preferred candidates. Previously, the Expediency Council 
Secretary Mohsen Rezaee said Iran’s enemy managed electoral 
successes in big cities because they had access to the Internet. 
(Source)

• March 12: Iran’s hardliners launched Mofsedin (The Corrupt), 
a website to identify users who violate the law on Instagram. 
According to Mofsedin, they have collected the names of 5,000 
accounts, shared their details on their website, and passed them 
onto the police and intelligence services. In recent years, Iran’s 
Cyber Army has targeted the accounts of journalists, models, and 
photographers. (Source)

• March 14: A website belonging to the finance and credit institution 
Samen al-Hoja was blocked by Iran’s Central Bank due to financial 
issues. (Source)

2

Content Filtering and 
Blocked Sites

https://www.listeomid.org/
https://www.listeomid.org/
http://www.kaleme.com/1394/12/12/klm-238704/
http://mofsedin.info/
http://itmen.ir/index.aspx?pid=99&articleId=96508
http://www.samen-alhojaj.ir/
http://www.samen-alhojaj.ir/
http://www.tabnak.ir/fa/news/574923/%D8%B3%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%AB%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%AC%D8%AC-%D9%81%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D8%AF
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• March 1: Seyed Abolhasan Firouzabadi, Secretary of the Supreme 
Council of Cyberspace (SCC) said that Video On Demand (VOD) 
operators of Internet Protocol Television (IPTV) need to clarify their 
policies. He added that the National Center of Cyberspace (NCC) 
should become involved in order to help formulate IPTV policies. 
In late February 2016, the Institute for Visual Media was granted 
permission to distribute VOD licences to a few domestic companies 
on behalf of the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance (MCIG). 
These companies included: Ilia Software, Mobin One, BehSeema, 
RighTel, PeykAsa and SabaCell. (Source)

• March 1: Deputy ICT Minister Morteza Barari announced that the 
communications sector brings in 60% of the ICT sector’s total 
revenue, though he predicted that this would fall to 20% in the 
future, with the IT sector creating 80% of ICT sector revenue. Barari 
noted that the ICT sector brought in 3.5 trillion IRR (115 million 
USD) in revenue. (Source)

• March 1: Mohsen Bahrami, Head of the Iranian Space Agency 
(ISA), announced that Iran has the technology to build and launch 
a satellite, claiming that Iran is among the 15 most advanced 
countries with the scientific and technological capacities to engage 
in space exploration. Bahrami also said Iran is ready to send the 
Dousti satellite into orbit in the near future. (Source)

• March 1: Minister of Culture and Islamic Guidance Ali Jannati said 
the government was under considerable pressure to block social 
media and mobile communication apps. However, Rouhani’s 
cabinet ministers on CDICC resisted the pressure to block these 
apps outright, opting instead to support the development of the 
Intelligent Filtering system. (Source)

• March 2: Ali Asghar Amidian 
appointed Lotfollah Sabouhi 
as a Deputy of Monitoring and 
Enforcement Regulations at 
the Communication Regulatory 
Authority of Iran (CRA). This 
position was previously held 

3

Statements from Ministries 
and Politicians

http://ipmedia.ilasoftware.com/AboutUS
http://www.mobinone.org/
http://behseema.tv/
http://www.rightel.ir/
http://www.peykasa.com/
http://sabacell.ir/#!/
http://itna.ir/fa/doc/news/41614/%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87%DB%8C-%D9%BE%D8%B1%D9%88%DA%98%D9%87-vod-%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%B7-%D9%85%D8%B1%DA%A9%D8%B2-%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B2%DB%8C
http://www.tasnimnews.com/fa/news/1394/12/11/1015972/%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%A2%D9%85%D8%AF-ict-%DA%A9%D8%B4%D9%88%D8%B1-35-%D9%87%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%85%DB%8C%D9%84%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA
http://www.mehrnews.com/news/3570201/%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D9%85%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86-%DB%B1%DB%B5-%DA%A9%D8%B4%D9%88%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D8%B5%D9%84%DB%8C-%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A7%DB%8C%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%87-%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%AA%DB%8C-%D8%A2%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%87-%D9%BE%D8%B1%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%A8
http://isna.ir/fa/news/94121107688/%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D9%81%DB%8C%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B1%DB%8C%D9%86%DA%AF-%D8%B4%D8%A8%DA%A9%D9%87-%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D9%85%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A7%DB%8C%D9%84%DB%8C-%D8%AA%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B4-%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%AF%D8%AF%DB%8C
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by Gholamreza Dadashzadeh, who occupied the post for two 
years. Sabouhi has an MSc in Electrical Engineering from the 
Azad University of Tehran. He was General Director of Planning 
and Switch Engineering at the Telecommunication Infrastructure 
Company (TIC), Deputy General of Telecommunications 
Infrastructure Design and Switch Engineering, and Head of the 
Traffic Department at the Telecommunication Company of Iran (TCI). 
(Source) 

• March 2: Amidian announced telecommunication operators must 
pay compensation to users for poor service based on the Service 
Level Agreements (SLA). ICT companies affected by SLAs include 
the TCI, Private Access Providers (PAPs), and WiMAX. Also, Amidian 
added that the TIC must prepare a platform by May 2016 which 
allows users to check the quality of their services. (Source)

• March 2: Rezaee claimed that Iran’s enemies [meaning reformists] 
could not win elections in small cities and towns due to a lack of 
good communication infrastructure. He added that the enemy 
managed to win in cities like Tehran as a direct result of good 
communications infrastructure. (Source)

• March 3: Amidian announced that the ICT Ministry plans to develop 
a satellite operator in the future. He added that their plan is to 
create a consortium including the ISA, the TIC and the private 
sector. (Source)

• March 5: Vaezi said that the blocking of social networks in Iran is ‘far-
fetched’. He added that government policy is to empower domestic 
social networks instead of filtering their non-Iranian counterparts. 
Vaezi also mentioned that Iran should prepare the required 
infrastructure for Iranian experts to build domestic social networks. 
He wrote these points on his Instagram account. (Source)

• March 5: Interior Minister Abdolreza Rahmani Fazli said his ministry 
held a series of meetings with the Guardian Council regarding 
e-Voting. He noted that all the issues with the e-Voting system were 
resolved before the recent parliamentary elections, but the e-Voting 
system was not approved by the Guardian Council. Rahmani Fazli 
said e-Voting is more accurate and it will help to announce results 
within two hours. He went on to note that the government is ready 
to run a pilot of the e-Voting system for the second round of the 
parliamentary elections in May 2016. (Source) 

• March 5: CDICC secretary Abdolsamad Khoramabadi denied putting 
any pressure on anyone from the government or the ICT Ministry 
to disrupt internet connectivity during the parliamentary election. 
Previously, Jannati said Rouhani’s ministers were under pressure to 
block social networks and mobile communication apps. (Source)

Statements from Ministries 
and Politicians

http://www.tasnimnews.com/fa/news/1394/12/12/1016583/%D9%85%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B4-%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%87-%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%B4%D8%AF-%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%A6%D9%85-%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%B1%DA%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%B3%D9%90%D9%85%D8%AA-%DA%AF%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%AA
http://www.mehrnews.com/news/3570929/%D8%B4%D8%B1%DA%A9%D8%AA-%D8%B2%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AE%D8%AA-%D9%85%D9%84%D8%B2%D9%85-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%87-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B2%D9%87-%DA%AF%DB%8C%D8%B1%DB%8C-%DA%A9%DB%8C%D9%81%DB%8C%D8%AA-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%AA-%D8%B4%D8%AF
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https://www.instagram.com/vaezi_ir/
http://www.mehrnews.com/news/3572784/%D8%B3%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA-%D9%85%D8%A7-%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%85%D9%86%D8%AF%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B2%DB%8C-%D8%B4%D8%A8%DA%A9%D9%87-%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B9%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D9%87-%D8%AC%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D9%85%D8%AD%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B2%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA
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• March 5: Iran plans to hold the 
second national conference 
of “Healthy Cyberspace” in 
Shahid Beheshti University 
. The conference aims to be 
Interactive and boost the 
intellectual and cultural reach 
of “healthy” internet use in 
Iran. Vaezi, Firouzabadi and 
other officials will attend the 
conference. (Source)

• March 6: Deputy ICT Minister 
Mahmood Khosravi said the 
lifting of international sanctions 
against Iran will help the market 
to be more competitive and also 
make it easier for Iran to purchase tech equipment from foreign 
vendors. According to Khosravi, Iran paid much more for tech 
equipment before the nuclear agreement. (Source) 

• March 6: Firouzabadi appointed Masoud Asadpour as Head of 
Research Institute of Cyberspace. Asadpour holds a PhD in Modular 
Robotics from Lausanne University in Switzerland. (Source)

• March 7: Iran’s judiciary spokesperson Gholam-Hossein Mohseni-
Eje'i made a series of announcements. Key points are listed below:
◊ The ICT Ministry has spent 1 trillion IRR (33 million USD) on 

Intelligent Filtering and still no progress has been made on the 
censorship system.

◊ Vaezi’s Ministry is responsible for Intelligent Filtering and they 
should explain why it hasn’t yet been launched. 

◊ Regarding the detention of eight models and photographers 
over Instagram pictures, Mohseni-Eje’i noted that anyone who 
breaks Iranian law on social networks and cyberspace will be 
identified and arrested by the police and intelligence services.

• Iranian officials have not done enough to build Iran’s domestic 
social networks. (Source)

• March 7: Firouzabadi had an press conference -- highlights are 
listed below:
◊ One of the SCC’s priorities is to organise mobile messaging 

apps and social networks. 
◊ Users in Iran prefer foreign mobile communication apps, and 

Iran should aim to change this attitude. 
◊ The SCC plans to work with the Ministry of Education on the cul-

ture of cyberspace by providing lessons to students in schools.
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◊ Operators should not sell internet based on usage and band-
width, and should instead introduce flat monthly rates for 
internet services. (Source)

• March 7: Vaezi announced that the National Information Network 
(SHOMA) and e-Government services will launch in the next Iranian 
year (March 2016 to March 2017), and internet speeds will increase. 
Vaezi went on to point out that the third phase of the Intelligent 
Filtering system will be launched soon, and universities and 
operators will be in charge of implementing internet censorship. 
According to Vaezi, Iran has been modifying the censorship 
methods which were previously applied at the international 
gateway. Small Media believes that Iran is seeking to roll its 
censorship system back to the model of the early 2000s, where 
each ISP is responsible for blocking specific services and content. 
(Source)  

• March 7: Hojjat al-Eslam Seyed Mehdi Khamooshi, Head of the 
Islamic Development Organisation (IDO), said that using cyberspace 
is usually a waste of time, suggesting that Iran should remove 
harmful information and time-consuming content from the internet. 
According to Khamooshi, people would read the Qur’an before 
bedtime in previous years but currently they cannot sleep until they 
check their social networking apps. He was speaking at the second 

“Clean Cyberspace” conference which began on March 7 at the 
Shahid Beheshti University. The conference was attended by Vaezi, 
Firouzabadi, and other Iranian officials. (Source I, Source II)

• March 8: The SCC released a statement on its anniversary, 
announcing that the council’s priorities will be to teach the public 
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about online culture in order to make cyberspace a healthy and 
dynamic environment for ‘good’ activities. The SCC also promises 
support for those making safe and secure content, with the ultimate 
aim of securing the internet for families and children, and promoting 
the soft power of the Islamic Republic in cyberspace. (Source)

• March 8: TCI Director Assadollah Dehnad said Iran managed 
conduct parliamentary elections without any technical issues. Some 
highlighted comments from Dehnad are listed below:
◊ The TCI will be able to create more jobs and give 50 trillion IRR 

(1.6 billion USD) profit to the government if the government pro-
vides it with financial assistance.

◊ Since the privatisation of the TCI, it has contributed 200 IRR tril-
lion (6.6 billion USD) to the government treasury.

◊ The TCI will invest 72 trillion IRR (2.3 billion USD) in landline and 
80 trillion IRR (2.6 billion USD) on mobile telecommunication 
infrastructure within the next four years. (Source)

• March 8: Seyed Kamal Hadianfar, Head of Iran’s Cyber Police (FATA) 
held a press conference. Highlighted points are listed below:
◊ Tehran Province has the highest rate of cybercrime in the country.
◊ There were 69,729 cyber attacks in 1394 (March 2015-March 

2016), 989 of which targeted governmental websites. (Source) 
◊ After Tehran, Khorasan Razavi, Fars, East Azarbaijan, and Isfahan 

Provinces have the highest cybercrime rates in Iran.
◊ Ilam, South Khorasan and Hamedan Provinces have the lowest 

rates of cybercrime in Iran.
◊ 13% of cybercrime is related to moral issues and 18% is related 

to personal disputes.
◊ The majority of cyber criminals are aged between 18 and 25.
◊ 14,000 individuals are helping FATA to monitor the internet and 

report misconduct to authorities. 
◊ 460 campaigning violations occurred during February’s parlia-

mentary elections, most of which took place via Telegram.  
◊ Cybercrime has increased 190% compared with the previous 

Iranian year.
◊ 17,000 cybercrime cases were opened in 1394 (March 

2015-March 2016) and 10,000 people were arrested in connec-
tion with those cases.

• March 8: The Ministry of ICT and Iran’s Environmental Protection 
Agency signed an agreement to decrease usage of fuel, recycle and 
dispose of electronic waste, prevent the spread of infection, and 
reduce environmental pollution caused by electronics. (Source)

• March 8: Sadegh Abbasi Shahkoo, Deputy of the CRA, said the 
size of the Over-The-Top content (OTT) market will be equal to (or 

Statements from Ministries 
and Politicians

http://itmen.ir/index.aspx?pid=99&articleId=96327
http://itna.ir/fa/doc/news/41791/%D9%85%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%85%DA%A9%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%BE%D8%B1%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AE%D8%AA-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%87-%DB%B5%DB%B0%DB%B0%DB%B0%D9%85%DB%8C%D9%84%DB%8C%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%AA
http://www.mehrnews.com/news/3575583/%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%B5%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A7%DB%8C%D9%85-%D8%A7%DB%8C%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%AA%DB%8C-%DB%B8%DB%B0%DB%B0%DB%B0-%D9%86%D9%81%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D9%86%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%AA-%D9%85%D8%AC%D9%88%D8%B2-%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B4%DA%AF%D8%A7%D9%87-%D8%A2%D9%86%D9%84%D8%A7%DB%8C%D9%86
http://www.mehrnews.com/news/3575874/%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%87%D9%85-%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%87-%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B7%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%88-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%85%D8%AD%DB%8C%D8%B7-%D8%B2%DB%8C%D8%B3%D8%AA-%D9%85%D9%86%D8%B9%D9%82%D8%AF-%D8%B4%D8%AF


Filterwatch
March 2016

16

even exceed) the size of the communication operators market by 
2021. He added that if telecommunications operators do not move 
towards new services, they will not earn enough money to cover 
maintenance costs. (Source)

• March 8: Vaezi said Iran cannot encourage entrepreneurs to develop 
domestic social networks until it can guarantee the security and 
accessibility of the service. He added that the government should 
aim to inspire confidence in the Iranian Internet, act to mitigate 
financial concerns, and offer free bandwidth to developers using 
domestic social networks. He also said officials should not impose 
their personal preferences on the censorship system. (Source)

• March 9: Barari said 4G should reach all of Iran’s provinces by the 
end of Rouhani’s first term, in August 2017. (Source)

• March 9: Vaezi said the ICT Ministry’s aim is to build smart cities and 
areas by 2020 because there will be around 50 million Internet of 
Things (IoT) products. He also announced that there are 100 million 
active SIM cards for 80 millions users in Iran. (Source)

• March 9: Alireza Azarderakhsh, Head of the Cybercrime Prevention 
Department at FATA, warned individuals who promote hacking 
education and training on social networks that they could face fines 
and prison sentences. According to Azarderakhsh, there are many 
advertisements for hacking tools on Telegram. (Source)

• March 9: Vaezi criticized Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB) 
for promoting Telegram in their TV programmes. He added that 
IRIB is generally reluctant to advertise with any domestic social 
networking app, but they have no issue placing ads on Telegram. 
(Source) 

• March 12: Amidian announced that the first licence for a satellite 
operator will be issued in September 2016. (Source)

• March 12: Vaezi said SIM card holders will soon be able to transfer 
their number between operators. He mentioned that this feature will 
launch in May 2016. (Source) 

• March 15: Khosravi said international internet bandwidth has 
increased from 307 Gigabytes to 500 Gigabytes in the last week of 
March. He also added that domestic bandwidth has increased to 4 
Terabytes. (Source)  

• March 18: Vaezi announced the ICT Ministry has prepared for Iran’s 
New Year holidays. He added that the ICT Ministry has been working 
to boost internet infrastructure, improve mobile networks, and boost 
the domestic transfer infrastructure network. (Source)

• March 19: Vaezi announced his ministry has invested 110 trillion IRR 
(3.6 billion USD) on ICT infrastructure over the past two years. Some 
of the other important points he mentioned are listed below:
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◊ The first phase of the Intelligent Filtering system has been 
finished and the second phase will be finished soon. The third 
phase will be launched next year (March 2016- March 2017). 

◊ The ICT Minister aims to block websites that have more than 10% 
immoral content.

◊ All of Iran’s cities will have 3G and the ICT Ministry aims to 
provide 4G to Iran’s big cities by the next Iranian year. (Source I, 
Source II)

• March 26: American judicial authorities have released the names 
of seven Iranians involved in cyber attacks against 50 US financial 
organisations as well as the Boman Avenue dam in New York City. 
The FBI has also released their names and pictures and put them 
on a wanted list. According to US officials, the attacks took place 
between 2011 and 2013 and the hackers work for IT companies 
related to the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC). The hackers 
names are: Ahmad Fathi, Hamid Firoozi, Amin Shokohi, Mohammad 
Sadegh Ahmadzadegan, Omid Ghaffarinia, Sina Keissar, and Nader 
Saedi. In response, Hossein Jaberi Ansari, the spokesman of Iran's 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs denied any involvement and said Iran has 
been a victim of major cyberattacks.(Source I, Source II, Source III)

• March 28: Hassan Haddadpour, Director of Iran’s Space Research 
Centre (ISRC) said they have been working on a communication 
satellite called Nahid 1 to send to orbit by March 2017. (Source)
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• March 2: According to Fanavaran, an online IT magazine, member 
of Iran’s Parliament removed a few legal articles regarding 
e-Voting from the elections’ law just a few days before  election 
day (February, 26, 2016). According to the report, MPs started to 
amend the law based on the Guardian Council’s suggestions a few 
days after the election. (Source)

• March 2: Faramarz Rastegar, President of the Telecommunications 
Industry Union said using domestic telecom products can help 
telecommunication operators right off their penalties and fines 
by the authorities. He also mentioned 20% of the mobile network 
equipment and 80% of fixed communications network can be 
manufactured in Iran. (Source)

• March 25: Mehr News Agency published a one year (March 2015- 
March 2016) review of Vaezi’s activities from the diplomatic point of 
view. According to Mehr News Agency, the ICT Minister traveled and 
attended various conferences in almost  22 countries. Vaezi spent 
most of the year traveling and negotiating with Azerbaijan, Russia 
and China. (Source)

• March 27: Mehr News Agency also reviewed the activities of the 
ICT Minister and Vaezi from March 2015 to March 2016. Some of 
successful and unsuccessful projects and promises are listed below:
◊ Vaezi promised to increase Iran’s international bandwidth in late 

March 2015 that the ICT Ministry could manage to increase it to 
276 Gbps by January 2016, then to 307 Gigabytes by February, 
and finally to 500 Gigabytes in March 2016.

◊ The Ministry managed to increase Iran’s domestic bandwidth to 
4,000 Terabytes which is 5 times more than two years ago. 

◊ Vaezi promised to improve the mobile network in order to 
provide most of Iran’s cities with 3G coverage and some big cities 
with 4G coverage. As of February 2016, 460 cities had 3G and 
160 cities had 4G.

◊ The Ministry hopes to connect 25,000 villages to high speed 
Internet which it still has not finished and the Ministry aims to 
finish it by mid the Iranian next year (March 2017).

4
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◊ The ICT Ministry has not sorted out the bulk SMS issue. Users 
are not still happy with receiving so many commercial SMS 
messages. 

◊ Vaezi failed to make good on his promise to send a domestic 
satellite into orbit. Vaezi said Sharif Sat (a Satellite which has 
been made by engineers at Sharif University of Technology) will 
be sent to orbit by February 2016, but this never happened. 
Currently, Vaezi promises to send Doosti Satellite to orbit in 
1395 (March 2016- March 2017)

◊ The Ministry of ICT was unable to launch SHOMA, and Vaezi 
was questioned and ultimately sanctioned by MPs due to the 
delay over launching SHOMA. Vaezi promised again to launch 
SHOMA in mid-1395 (September 2016) in his most recent state-
ment.

◊ e-Government was not fully implemented in 1394 and Vaezi 
said his ministry did not have enough budget for it. He prom-
ised to finish it in 1395 (March 2016-March 2017).

◊ Vaezi promised to decreased the Internet price for users and 
also replace the old copper cables with fiber optic cables by the 
end of March 2017.

◊ Vaezi promised better internet speed by launching the Intelli-
gent Filtering system. (Source)
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